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Directive 2004/38/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 29 April 2004 on the right of citizens of the Union and their family
members to move and reside freely within the territory of the Member
States amending Regulation (EEC) No 1612/68 and repealing Directives
64/221/EEC, 68/360/EEC, 72/194/EEC, 73/148/EEC, 75/34/EEC, 75/35/
EEC, 90/364/EEC, 90/365/EEC and 93/96/EEC (Text with EEA relevance)

[M'CHAPTER III

RIGHT OF RESIDENCE

[MArticle 11
Validity of the residence card

1 The residence card provided for by Article 10(1) shall be valid for five years from
the date of issue or for the envisaged period of residence of the Union citizen, if this period is
less than five years.

2 The validity of the residence card shall not be affected by temporary absences not
exceeding six months a year, or by absences of a longer duration for compulsory military service
or by one absence of a maximum of 12 consecutive months for important reasons such as
pregnancy and childbirth, serious illness, study or vocational training, or a posting in another
Member State or a third country.]

Editorial Information
X1  Substituted by Corrigendum to Directive 2004/58/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 29 April 2004 on the right of citizens of the Union and their family members to move and reside
freely within the territory of the Member States amending Regulation (EEC) No 1612/68 and repealing
Directives 64/221/EEC, 68/360/EEC, 72/194/EEC, 73/148/EEC, 75/34/EEC, 75/35/EEC, 90/364/EEC,
90/365/EEC and 93/96/EEC (Official Journal of the European Union L 158 of 30 April 2004).
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