
Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After
IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

Directive 2004/38/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 29 April 2004 on the right of citizens of the Union and their family
members to move and reside freely within the territory of the Member

States amending Regulation (EEC) No 1612/68 and repealing Directives
64/221/EEC, 68/360/EEC, 72/194/EEC, 73/148/EEC, 75/34/EEC, 75/35/

EEC, 90/364/EEC, 90/365/EEC and 93/96/EEC (Text with EEA relevance)

[X1CHAPTER III

RIGHT OF RESIDENCE

[X1Article 14

Retention of the right of residence

1 Union citizens and their family members shall have the right of residence provided
for in Article 6, as long as they do not become an unreasonable burden on the social assistance
system of the host Member State.

2 Union citizens and their family members shall have the right of residence provided
for in Articles 7, 12 and 13 as long as they meet the conditions set out therein.

In specific cases where there is a reasonable doubt as to whether a Union citizen or his/
her family members satisfies the conditions set out in Articles 7, 12 and 13, Member
States may verify if these conditions are fulfilled. This verification shall not be carried
out systematically.

3 An expulsion measure shall not be the automatic consequence of a Union citizen's or
his or her family member's recourse to the social assistance system of the host Member State.

4 By way of derogation from paragraphs 1 and 2 and without prejudice to the provisions
of Chapter VI, an expulsion measure may in no case be adopted against Union citizens or their
family members if:

a the Union citizens are workers or self-employed persons, or
b the Union citizens entered the territory of the host Member State in order to seek

employment. In this case, the Union citizens and their family members may not be
expelled for as long as the Union citizens can provide evidence that they are continuing
to seek employment and that they have a genuine chance of being engaged.]

Editorial Information
X1 Substituted by Corrigendum to Directive 2004/58/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council

of 29 April 2004 on the right of citizens of the Union and their family members to move and reside
freely within the territory of the Member States amending Regulation (EEC) No 1612/68 and repealing
Directives 64/221/EEC, 68/360/EEC, 72/194/EEC, 73/148/EEC, 75/34/EEC, 75/35/EEC, 90/364/EEC,
90/365/EEC and 93/96/EEC (Official Journal of the European Union L 158 of 30 April 2004).
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