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Directive 2004/38/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 29 April 2004 on the right of citizens of the Union and their family
members to move and reside freely within the territory of the Member

States amending Regulation (EEC) No 1612/68 and repealing Directives
64/221/EEC, 68/360/EEC, 72/194/EEC, 73/148/EEC, 75/34/EEC, 75/35/

EEC, 90/364/EEC, 90/365/EEC and 93/96/EEC (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER V

Provisions common to the right of residence and the right of permanent residence

Article 25

General provisions concerning residence documents

1 Possession of a registration certificate as referred to in Article 8, of a document
certifying permanent residence, of a certificate attesting submission of an application for a
family member residence card, of a residence card or of a permanent residence card, may under
no circumstances be made a precondition for the exercise of a right or the completion of an
administrative formality, as entitlement to rights may be attested by any other means of proof.

2 All documents mentioned in paragraph 1 shall be issued free of charge or for a charge
not exceeding that imposed on nationals for the issuing of similar documents.


