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Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September
2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

FREEDOM OF ESTABLISHMENT

CHAPTER III

Recognition on the basis of coordination of minimum training conditions

Section 4

Dental practitioners

Article 37

Acquired rights specific to dental practitioners

1 Every Member State shall, for the purposes of the pursuit of the professional activities
of dental practitioners under the qualifications listed in Annex V, point 5.3.2, recognise evidence
of formal qualifications as a doctor [F1issued in Italy, Spain, Austria, the Czech Republic,
Slovakia and Romania] to persons who began their medical training on or before the reference
date stated in that Annex for the Member State concerned, accompanied by a certificate issued
by the competent authorities of that Member State.

The certificate must show that the two following conditions are met:
a that the persons in question have been effectively, lawfully and principally engaged in

that Member State in the activities referred to in Article 36 for at least three consecutive
years during the five years preceding the award of the certificate;

b that those persons are authorised to pursue the said activities under the same conditions
as holders of evidence of formal qualifications listed for that Member State in Annex V,
point 5.3.2.

Persons who have successfully completed at least three years of study, certified by the
competent authorities in the Member State concerned as being equivalent to the training
referred to in Article 34, shall be exempt from the three-year practical work experience
referred to in the second subparagraph, point (a).

With regard to the Czech Republic and Slovakia, evidence of formal qualifications
obtained in the former Czechoslovakia shall be accorded the same level of recognition
as Czech and Slovak evidence of formal qualifications and under the same conditions
as set out in the preceding subparagraphs.

2 Each Member State shall recognise evidence of formal qualifications as a doctor issued
in Italy to persons who began their university medical training after 28 January 1980 and no
later than 31 December 1984, accompanied by a certificate issued by the competent Italian
authorities.
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The certificate must show that the three following conditions are met:
a that the persons in question passed the relevant aptitude test held by the competent

Italian authorities with a view to establishing that those persons possess a level of
knowledge and skills comparable to that of persons possessing evidence of formal
qualifications listed for Italy in Annex V, point 5.3.2;

b that they have been effectively, lawfully and principally engaged in the activities
referred to in Article 36 in Italy for at least three consecutive years during the five years
preceding the award of the certificate;

c that they are authorised to engage in or are effectively, lawfully and principally engaged
in the activities referred to in Article 36, under the same conditions as the holders of
evidence of formal qualifications listed for Italy in Annex V, point 5.3.2.

Persons who have successfully completed at least three years of study certified by the
competent authorities as being equivalent to the training referred to in Article 34 shall
be exempt from the aptitude test referred to in the second subparagraph, point (a).

Persons who began their university medical training after 31 December 1984 shall be
treated in the same way as those referred to above, provided that the abovementioned
three years of study began before 31 December 1994.

[F23 As regards evidence of formal qualifications of dental practitioners, Member States
shall recognise such evidence pursuant to Article 21 in cases where the applicants began their
training on or before 18 January 2016.

4 Each Member State shall recognise evidence of formal qualifications as a doctor
issued in Spain to professionals who began their university medical training between 1 January
1986 and 31 December 1997, accompanied by a certificate issued by the Spanish competent
authorities.

The certificate shall confirm that the following conditions have been met:
a the professional in question has successfully completed at least three years of study,

certified by the Spanish competent authorities as being equivalent to the training
referred to in Article 34;

b the professional in question was effectively, lawfully and principally engaged in the
activities referred to in Article 36 in Spain for at least three consecutive years during
the five years preceding the award of the certificate;

c the professional in question is authorised to engage in or is effectively, lawfully and
principally engaged in the activities referred to in Article 36, under the same conditions
as the holders of evidence of formal qualifications listed for Spain in point 5.3.2 of
Annex V.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Council Directive 2006/100/EC of 20 November 2006 adapting certain Directives in the

field of freedom of movement of persons, by reason of the accession of Bulgaria and Romania.
F2 Inserted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November

2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).
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