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Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September
2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

[F1Article 4a

European Professional Card

1 Member States shall issue holders of a professional qualification with a European
Professional Card upon their request and on condition that the Commission has adopted the
relevant implementing acts provided for in paragraph 7.

2 When a European Professional Card has been introduced for a particular profession
by means of relevant implementing acts adopted pursuant to paragraph 7, the holder of a
professional qualification concerned may choose to apply for such a Card or to make use of the
procedures provided for in Titles II and III.

3 Member States shall ensure that the holder of a European Professional Card benefits
from all the rights conferred by Articles 4b to 4e.

4 Where the holder of a professional qualification intends to provide services under Title
II other than those covered by Article 7(4), the competent authority of the home Member State
shall issue the European Professional Card in accordance with Articles 4b and 4c. The European
Professional Card shall, where applicable, constitute the declaration under Article 7.

5 Where the holder of a professional qualification intends to establish himself in another
Member State under Chapters I to IIIa of Title III or to provide services under Article 7(4), the
competent authority of the home Member State shall complete all preparatory steps with regard
to the individual file of the applicant created within the Internal Market Information System
(IMI) (IMI file) as provided for in Articles 4b and 4d. The competent authority of the host
Member State shall issue the European Professional Card in accordance with Articles 4b and 4d.

For the purpose of establishment, the issuance of a European Professional Card shall
not provide an automatic right to practise a particular profession if there are registration
requirements or other control procedures already in place in the host Member State
before a European Professional Card is introduced for that profession.

6 Member States shall designate competent authorities for dealing with IMI files and
issuing European Professional Cards. Those authorities shall ensure an impartial, objective
and timely processing of applications for European Professional Cards. The assistance centres
referred to in Article 57b may also act in the capacity of a competent authority. Member
States shall ensure that competent authorities and assistance centres inform citizens, including
prospective applicants, about the functioning and the added value of a European Professional
Card for the professions for which it is available.

7 The Commission shall, by means of implementing acts, adopt measures necessary to
ensure the uniform application of the provisions on the European Professional Cards for those
professions that meet the conditions laid down in the second subparagraph of this paragraph,
including measures concerning the format of the European Professional Card, the processing of
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written applications, the translations to be provided by the applicant to support any application
for a European Professional Card, details of the documents required pursuant to Article 7(2)
or Annex VII to present a complete application and procedures for making and processing
payments for a European Professional Card, taking into account the particularities of the
profession concerned. The Commission shall also specify, by means of implementing acts, how,
when and for which documents competent authorities may request certified copies in accordance
with the second subparagraph of Article 4b(3), Articles 4d(2) and 4d(3) for the profession
concerned.

The introduction of a European Professional Card for a particular profession by means
of the adoption of relevant implementing acts referred to in the first subparagraph shall
be subject to all of the following conditions:

a there is significant mobility or potential for significant mobility in the profession
concerned;

b there is sufficient interest expressed by the relevant stakeholders;
c the profession or the education and training geared to the pursuit of the profession is

regulated in a significant number of Member States.

Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure
referred to in Article 58(2).

8 Any fees which applicants may incur in relation to administrative procedures to issue
a European Professional Card shall be reasonable, proportionate and commensurate with the
costs incurred by the home and the host Member States and shall not act as a disincentive to
apply for a European Professional Card.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November

2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).
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