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Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September
2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE IV

DETAILED RULES FOR PURSUING THE PROFESSION

[F1Article 53

Knowledge of languages

1 Professionals benefiting from the recognition of professional qualifications shall have
a knowledge of languages necessary for practising the profession in the host Member State.

2 A Member State shall ensure that any controls carried out by, or under the supervision
of, the competent authority for controlling compliance with the obligation under paragraph 1
shall be limited to the knowledge of one official language of the host Member State, or one
administrative language of the host Member State provided that it is also an official language
of the Union.

3 Controls carried out in accordance with paragraph 2 may be imposed if the profession
to be practised has patient safety implications. Controls may be imposed in respect of other
professions in cases where there is a serious and concrete doubt about the sufficiency of the
professional’s language knowledge in respect of the professional activities that that professional
intends to pursue.

Controls may be carried out only after the issuance of a European Professional Card in
accordance with Article 4d or after the recognition of a professional qualification, as
the case may be.

4 Any language controls shall be proportionate to the activity to be pursued. The
professional concerned shall be allowed to appeal such controls under national law.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November

2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).
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