
Status: EU Directives are being published on this site to aid cross referencing from UK legislation. After
IP completion day (31 December 2020 11pm) no further amendments will be applied to this version.

Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September
2005 on the recognition of professional qualifications (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

FREEDOM OF ESTABLISHMENT

CHAPTER III

Recognition on the basis of coordination of minimum training conditions

Section 4

Dental practitioners

Article 34

Basic dental training

1 Admission to basic dental training presupposes possession of a diploma or certificate
giving access, for the studies in question, to universities or higher institutes of a level recognised
as equivalent, in a Member State.

[F12 Basic dental training shall comprise a total of at least five years of study, which may in
addition be expressed with the equivalent ECTS credits, and shall consist of at least 5 000 hours
of full-time theoretical and practical training that comprises at least the programme described
in point 5.3.1 of Annex V and that is provided in a university, in a higher institute providing
training recognised as being of an equivalent level or under the supervision of a university.

The Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article
57c concerning the amendment of the list set out in point 5.3.1 of Annex V with a view
to adapting it to scientific and technical progress.

The amendments referred to in the second subparagraph shall not entail an amendment
of existing essential legislative principles in Member States regarding the structure
of professions as regards training and conditions of access by natural persons. Such
amendments shall respect the responsibility of the Member States for the organisation
of education systems, as set out in Article 165(1) TFEU.]
3 Basic dental training shall provide an assurance that the person in question has
acquired the following knowledge and skills:

a adequate knowledge of the sciences on which dentistry is based and a good
understanding of scientific methods, including the principles of measuring biological
functions, the evaluation of scientifically established facts and the analysis of data;

b adequate knowledge of the constitution, physiology and behaviour of healthy and sick
persons as well as the influence of the natural and social environment on the state of
health of the human being, in so far as these factors affect dentistry;
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c adequate knowledge of the structure and function of the teeth, mouth, jaws and
associated tissues, both healthy and diseased, and their relationship to the general state
of health and to the physical and social well-being of the patient;

d adequate knowledge of clinical disciplines and methods, providing the dentist with
a coherent picture of anomalies, lesions and diseases of the teeth, mouth, jaws and
associated tissues and of preventive, diagnostic and therapeutic dentistry;

e suitable clinical experience under appropriate supervision.

This training shall provide him with the skills necessary for carrying out all activities
involving the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of anomalies and diseases of the teeth,
mouth, jaws and associated tissues.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November

2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).

Article 35

Specialist dental training

[F11 Admission to specialist dental training shall be contingent upon completion and
validation of basic dental training referred to in Article 34, or possession of the documents
referred to in Articles 23 and 37.]

2 Specialist dental training shall comprise theoretical and practical instruction in a
university centre, in a treatment teaching and research centre or, where appropriate, in a health
establishment approved for that purpose by the competent authorities or bodies.

[F1Full-time specialist dental courses shall be of a minimum of three years’ duration
and shall be supervised by the competent authorities or bodies. They shall involve the
personal participation of the dental practitioner training to be a specialist in the activity
and in the responsibilities of the establishment concerned.]

[F2. . . . .]
3 The Member States shall make the issuance of evidence of specialist dental training
contingent upon possession of evidence of basic dental training referred to in Annex V,
point 5.3.2.

[F34 The Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance with
Article 57c concerning the adaptation of the minimum period of training referred to in paragraph
2 to scientific and technical progress.

5 In order to take due account of changes in national legislation, and with a view
to updating this Directive, the Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts in
accordance with Article 57c concerning the inclusion in point 5.3.3 of Annex V of new dental
specialties common to at least two-fifths of the Member States.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November

2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).

F2 Deleted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November
2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).

F3 Inserted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November
2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).

Article 36

Pursuit of the professional activities of dental practitioners

1 For the purposes of this Directive, the professional activities of dental practitioners
are the activities defined in paragraph 3 and pursued under the professional qualifications listed
in Annex V, point 5.3.2.

2 The profession of dental practitioner shall be based on dental training referred to in
Article 34 and shall constitute a specific profession which is distinct from other general or
specialised medical professions. Pursuit of the activities of a dental practitioner requires the
possession of evidence of formal qualifications referred to in Annex V, point 5.3.2. Holders
of such evidence of formal qualifications shall be treated in the same way as those to whom
Articles 23 or 37 apply.

3 The Member States shall ensure that dental practitioners are generally able to gain
access to and pursue the activities of prevention, diagnosis and treatment of anomalies and
diseases affecting the teeth, mouth, jaws and adjoining tissue, having due regard to the regulatory
provisions and rules of professional ethics on the reference dates referred to in Annex V,
point 5.3.2.

Article 37

Acquired rights specific to dental practitioners

1 Every Member State shall, for the purposes of the pursuit of the professional activities
of dental practitioners under the qualifications listed in Annex V, point 5.3.2, recognise evidence
of formal qualifications as a doctor [F4issued in Italy, Spain, Austria, the Czech Republic,
Slovakia and Romania] to persons who began their medical training on or before the reference
date stated in that Annex for the Member State concerned, accompanied by a certificate issued
by the competent authorities of that Member State.

The certificate must show that the two following conditions are met:
a that the persons in question have been effectively, lawfully and principally engaged in

that Member State in the activities referred to in Article 36 for at least three consecutive
years during the five years preceding the award of the certificate;
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b that those persons are authorised to pursue the said activities under the same conditions
as holders of evidence of formal qualifications listed for that Member State in Annex V,
point 5.3.2.

Persons who have successfully completed at least three years of study, certified by the
competent authorities in the Member State concerned as being equivalent to the training
referred to in Article 34, shall be exempt from the three-year practical work experience
referred to in the second subparagraph, point (a).

With regard to the Czech Republic and Slovakia, evidence of formal qualifications
obtained in the former Czechoslovakia shall be accorded the same level of recognition
as Czech and Slovak evidence of formal qualifications and under the same conditions
as set out in the preceding subparagraphs.

2 Each Member State shall recognise evidence of formal qualifications as a doctor issued
in Italy to persons who began their university medical training after 28 January 1980 and no
later than 31 December 1984, accompanied by a certificate issued by the competent Italian
authorities.

The certificate must show that the three following conditions are met:
a that the persons in question passed the relevant aptitude test held by the competent

Italian authorities with a view to establishing that those persons possess a level of
knowledge and skills comparable to that of persons possessing evidence of formal
qualifications listed for Italy in Annex V, point 5.3.2;

b that they have been effectively, lawfully and principally engaged in the activities
referred to in Article 36 in Italy for at least three consecutive years during the five years
preceding the award of the certificate;

c that they are authorised to engage in or are effectively, lawfully and principally engaged
in the activities referred to in Article 36, under the same conditions as the holders of
evidence of formal qualifications listed for Italy in Annex V, point 5.3.2.

Persons who have successfully completed at least three years of study certified by the
competent authorities as being equivalent to the training referred to in Article 34 shall
be exempt from the aptitude test referred to in the second subparagraph, point (a).

Persons who began their university medical training after 31 December 1984 shall be
treated in the same way as those referred to above, provided that the abovementioned
three years of study began before 31 December 1994.

[F33 As regards evidence of formal qualifications of dental practitioners, Member States
shall recognise such evidence pursuant to Article 21 in cases where the applicants began their
training on or before 18 January 2016.

4 Each Member State shall recognise evidence of formal qualifications as a doctor
issued in Spain to professionals who began their university medical training between 1 January
1986 and 31 December 1997, accompanied by a certificate issued by the Spanish competent
authorities.

The certificate shall confirm that the following conditions have been met:
a the professional in question has successfully completed at least three years of study,

certified by the Spanish competent authorities as being equivalent to the training
referred to in Article 34;

b the professional in question was effectively, lawfully and principally engaged in the
activities referred to in Article 36 in Spain for at least three consecutive years during
the five years preceding the award of the certificate;
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c the professional in question is authorised to engage in or is effectively, lawfully and
principally engaged in the activities referred to in Article 36, under the same conditions
as the holders of evidence of formal qualifications listed for Spain in point 5.3.2 of
Annex V.]

Textual Amendments
F3 Inserted by Directive 2013/55/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 November

2013 amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation
(EU) No 1024/2012 on administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System
(‘the IMI Regulation’) (Text with EEA relevance).

F4 Substituted by Council Directive 2006/100/EC of 20 November 2006 adapting certain Directives in the
field of freedom of movement of persons, by reason of the accession of Bulgaria and Romania.
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