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Directive 2006/114/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 12 December 2006 concerning misleading and comparative

advertising (codified version) (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 8

1 This Directive shall not preclude Member States from retaining or adopting provisions
with a view to ensuring more extensive protection, with regard to misleading advertising, for
traders and competitors.

The first subparagraph shall not apply to comparative advertising as far as the
comparison is concerned.

2 The provisions of this Directive shall apply without prejudice to Community
provisions on advertising for specific products and/or services or to restrictions or prohibitions
on advertising in particular media.

3 The provisions of this Directive concerning comparative advertising shall not oblige
Member States which, in compliance with the provisions of the Treaty, maintain or introduce
advertising bans regarding certain goods or services, whether imposed directly or by a body
or organisation responsible, under the law of the Member States, for regulating the exercise
of a commercial, industrial, craft or professional activity, to permit comparative advertising
regarding those goods or services. Where these bans are limited to particular media, this
Directive shall apply to the media not covered by these bans.

4 Nothing in this Directive shall prevent Member States, in compliance with the
provisions of the Treaty, from maintaining or introducing bans or limitations on the use of
comparisons in the advertising of professional services, whether imposed directly or by a body
or organisation responsible, under the law of the Member States, for regulating the exercise of
a professional activity.


