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Directive 2006/123/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 12 December 2006 on services in the internal market

CHAPTER I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

Subject matter

1 This Directive establishes general provisions facilitating the exercise of the freedom
of establishment for service providers and the free movement of services, while maintaining a
high quality of services.

2 This Directive does not deal with the liberalisation of services of general economic
interest, reserved to public or private entities, nor with the privatisation of public entities
providing services.

3 This Directive does not deal with the abolition of monopolies providing services nor
with aids granted by Member States which are covered by Community rules on competition.

This Directive does not affect the freedom of Member States to define, in conformity
with Community law, what they consider to be services of general economic interest,
how those services should be organised and financed, in compliance with the State aid
rules, and what specific obligations they should be subject to.

4 This Directive does not affect measures taken at Community level or at national level,
in conformity with Community law, to protect or promote cultural or linguistic diversity or
media pluralism.

5 This Directive does not affect Member States' rules of criminal law. However, Member
States may not restrict the freedom to provide services by applying criminal law provisions
which specifically regulate or affect access to or exercise of a service activity in circumvention
of the rules laid down in this Directive.

6 This Directive does not affect labour law, that is any legal or contractual provision
concerning employment conditions, working conditions, including health and safety at work
and the relationship between employers and workers, which Member States apply in accordance
with national law which respects Community law. Equally, this Directive does not affect the
social security legislation of the Member States.

7 This Directive does not affect the exercise of fundamental rights as recognised in the
Member States and by Community law. Nor does it affect the right to negotiate, conclude and
enforce collective agreements and to take industrial action in accordance with national law and
practices which respect Community law.



