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Directive 2006/126/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
20 December 2006 on driving licences (Recast) (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 11

Various provisions concerning the exchange, the withdrawal,
the replacement and the recognition of driving licences

1 Where the holder of a valid national driving licence issued by a Member State has
taken up normal residence in another Member State, he may request that his driving licence be
exchanged for an equivalent licence. It shall be for the Member State effecting the exchange to
check for which category the licence submitted is in fact still valid.

2 Subject to observance of the principle of territoriality of criminal and police laws,
the Member State of normal residence may apply its national provisions on the restriction,
suspension, withdrawal or cancellation of the right to drive to the holder of a driving licence
issued by another Member State and, if necessary, exchange the licence for that purpose.

3 The Member State effecting the exchange shall return the old licence to the authorities
of the Member State which issued it and give the reasons for doing so.

4 A Member State shall refuse to issue a driving licence to an applicant whose driving
licence is restricted, suspended or withdrawn in another Member State.

A Member State shall refuse to recognise the validity of any driving licence issued
by another Member State to a person whose driving licence is restricted, suspended or
withdrawn in the former State's territory.

A Member State may also refuse to issue a driving licence to an applicant whose licence
is cancelled in another Member State.

5 A replacement for a driving licence which has, for example, been lost or stolen may
only be obtained from the competent authorities of the Member State in which the holder has his
normal residence; those authorities shall provide the replacement on the basis of the information
in their possession or, where appropriate, proof from the competent authorities of the Member
State which issued the original licence.

6 Where a Member State exchanges a driving licence issued by a third country for a
Community model driving licence, such exchange shall be recorded on the Community model
driving licence as shall any subsequent renewal or replacement.

Such an exchange may occur only if the licence issued by the third country has been
surrendered to the competent authorities of the Member State making the exchange. If
the holder of this licence transfers his normal residence to another Member State, the
latter need not apply the principle of mutual recognition set out in Article 2.



