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Directive 2006/21/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 15 March 2006 on the management of waste from

extractive industries and amending Directive 2004/35/EC

Article 13

Prevention of water status deterioration, air and soil pollution

1 The competent authority shall satisfy itself that the operator has taken the necessary
measures in order to meet Community environmental standards, in particular to prevent, in
accordance with Directive 2000/60/EC, the deterioration of current water status, inter alia, by:

a evaluating the leachate generation potential, including contaminant content of the
leachate, of the deposited waste during both the operational and after#closure phase of
the waste facility, and determining the water balance of the waste facility;

b preventing or minimising leachate generation and surface water or groundwater and
soil from being contaminated by the waste;

c collecting and treating contaminated water and leachate from the waste facility to the
appropriate standard required for their discharge.

2 The competent authority shall ensure that the operator has taken adequate measures
to prevent or reduce dust and gas emissions.

3 Where, on the basis of an assessment of environmental risks, taking into account,
in particular, Directives 76/464/EEC, 80/68/EEC or 2000/60/EC, as applicable, the competent
authority has decided that collection and treatment of leachate is not necessary or it has been
established that the waste facility poses no potential hazard to soil, groundwater or surface
water, the requirements set out in points (b) and (c) of paragraph 1 may be reduced or waived
accordingly.

4 Member States shall make the disposal of extractive waste, whether in solid, slurry
or liquid form, into any receiving body of water other than one constructed for the purpose of
disposing of extractive waste conditional upon compliance by the operator with the relevant
requirements of Directives 76/464/EEC, 80/68/EEC and 2000/60/EC.

5 When placing extractive waste back into excavation voids, whether created through
surface or underground extraction, which will be allowed to flood after closure, the operator
shall take the necessary measures to prevent or minimise water status deterioration and soil
pollution in accordance, mutatis mutandis, with paragraphs (1) and (3).The operator shall
provide the competent authority with the information necessary to ensure compliance with
Community obligations, in particular those in Directive 2000/60/EC.

6 In the case of a pond involving the presence of cyanide, the operator shall ensure that
the concentration of weak acid dissociable cyanide in the pond is reduced to the lowest possible
level using best available techniques and, in any case, at waste facilities which have previously
been granted a permit or have already been in operation on 1 May 2008 that the concentration of
weak acid dissociable cyanide at the point of discharge of the tailings from the processing plant
into the pond does not exceed 50 ppm as from 1 May 2008, 25 ppm as from 1 May 2013, 10 ppm
as from 1 May 2018 and 10 ppm at waste facilities which are granted a permit after 1 May 2008.

If the competent authority so requests, the operator shall demonstrate, through a risk
assessment that takes site-specific conditions into account, that those concentration
limits need not be further lowered.


