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Directive 2007/59/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 23 October 2007 on the certification of train drivers operating
locomotives and trains on the railway system in the Community

CHAPTER I

OBJECTIVE, SCOPE AND DEFINITIONS

Article 1

Objective

This Directive lays down the conditions and procedures for the certification of train
drivers operating locomotives and trains on the railway system in the Community.
It specifies the tasks for which the competent authorities of the Member States,
train drivers and other stakeholders in the sector, in particular railway undertakings,
infrastructure managers and training centres, are responsible.

Article 2

Scope

1 This Directive shall apply to train drivers operating locomotives and trains on the
railway system in the Community for a railway undertaking requiring a safety certificate or an
infrastructure manager requiring a safety authorisation.

2 Member States shall not, on the basis of national provisions pertaining to other staff on
board freight trains, prevent freight trains from crossing borders or providing domestic transport
in their territory.

3 Without prejudice to the Article 7, Member States may exclude from the measures
they adopt in implementation of this Directive train drivers operating exclusively on:

(a) metros, trams and other light rail systems;

(b) networks that are functionally separate from the rest of the rail system and are intended
only for the operation of local, urban or suburban passenger and freight services;

(c) privately owned railway infrastructure that exists solely for use by the infrastructure
owners for their own freight operations;

(d) sections of track that are temporarily closed to normal traffic for the purpose of
maintaining, renewing or upgrading the railway system.

Article 3

Definitions

For the purposes of this Directive:
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(a) ‘competent authority’ means the safety authority referred to in Article 16 of Directive
2004/49/EC;

(b) ‘train driver’ means a person capable and authorised to drive trains, including
locomotives, shunting locomotives, work trains, maintenance railway vehicles or
trains for the carriage of passengers or goods by rail in an autonomous, responsible
and safe manner;

(c) ‘other crew members performing safety-critical tasks’ means staff on board the train
who are not train drivers but who help to ensure the safety of the train and of the
passengers and goods being transported;

(d) ‘railway system’ means the system composed of the railway infrastructures,
comprising lines and fixed installations of the rail system plus the rolling stock of all
categories and origin travelling on that infrastructure, as defined in Directives 96/48/
EC and 2001/16/EC;

(e) ‘infrastructure manager’ means any body or undertaking that is responsible in
particular for establishing and maintaining railway infrastructure, or part thereof, as
defined in Article 3 of Directive 91/440/EEC, which may also include the management
of infrastructure control and safety systems. The functions of the infrastructure
manager on a network or on part of a network may be allocated to different bodies
or undertakings;

(f) ‘railway undertaking’ means any railway undertaking as defined in Directive 2001/14/
EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2001 on the
allocation of railway infrastructure capacity and the levying of charges for the use of
railway infrastructure(1), and any other public or private undertaking, the activity of
which is to provide transport of goods and/or passengers by rail on the basis that the
undertaking must ensure traction. The term also includes undertakings which provide
traction only;

(g) ‘technical specifications for interoperability’ or ‘TSIs’ means the specifications by
which each subsystem or part of a subsystem is covered in order to meet the essential
requirements and to ensure the interoperability of the trans-European high-speed and
conventional rail systems as defined in Directives 96/48/EC and 2001/16/EC;

(h) ‘Agency’ means the European Railway Agency established by Regulation (EC)
No 881/2004(2) of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004;

(i) ‘safety certificate’ means the certificate issued to a railway undertaking by a competent
authority in accordance with Article 10 of Directive 2004/49/EC;

(j) ‘certificate’ means the harmonised complementary certificate indicating the
infrastructure on which the holder is authorised to drive and the rolling stock which
the holder is authorised to drive;

(k) ‘safety authorisation’ means the authorisation issued to an infrastructure manager by
a competent authority in accordance with Article 11 of Directive 2004/49/EC;

(l) ‘training centre’ means an entity accredited or recognised by the competent authority
to give training courses.
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(1) OJ L 75, 15.3.2001, p. 29. Directive as last amended by Directive 2004/49/EC.
(2) OJ L 164, 30.4.2004, p. 1. Corrected version in OJ L 220, 21.6.2004, p. 3.
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