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Directive 2008/105/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
16 December 2008 on environmental quality standards in the field of water
policy, amending and subsequently repealing Council Directives 82/176/
EEC, 83/513/EEC, 84/156/EEC, 84/491/EEC, 86/280/EEC and amending

Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council

Article 6

Transboundary pollution

1 A Member State shall not be in breach of its obligations under this Directive as a result
of the exceedance of an EQS if it can demonstrate that:

a the exceedance was due to a source of pollution outside its national jurisdiction;
b it was unable as a result of such transboundary pollution to take effective measures to

comply with the relevant EQS; and
c it had applied the coordination mechanisms set out in Article 3 of Directive 2000/60/

EC and, as appropriate, taken advantage of the provisions of Article 4(4), (5) and (6) of
that Directive for those water bodies affected by transboundary pollution.

2 Member States shall use the mechanism laid down in Article 12 of Directive 2000/60/
EC to provide the Commission with necessary information in the circumstances set out
in paragraph 1 of this Article and with a summary of the measures taken in relation to
transboundary pollution in the relevant river basin management plan in accordance with the
reporting requirements under Article 15(1) of Directive 2000/60/EC.


