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[F1ANNEX I

TRAINING REQUIREMENTS OF THE STCW
CONVENTION, REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 3

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive 2012/35/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 November

2012 amending Directive 2008/106/EC on the minimum level of training of seafarers (Text with EEA
relevance).

CHAPTER VII

ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION

Regulation
VII/1

Issue of alternative certificates

1. Notwithstanding the requirements for certification laid down in Chapters II and III
of this Annex, Member States may elect to issue or authorise the issue of certificates
other than those mentioned in the regulations of those chapters, provided that:

1.1. the associated functions and levels of responsibility to be stated on the certificates and
in the endorsements are selected from and identical to those appearing in Sections A-
II/1, A-II/2, A-II/3, A-II/4, A-II/5, A-III/1, A-III/2, A-III/3, A-III/4, A-III/5, and A-
IV/2 of the STCW Code;

1.2. the candidates have completed approved education and training and meet the
requirements for standards of competence, prescribed in the relevant sections of the
STCW Code and as set forth in Section A-VII/1 of this Code, for the functions and
levels that are to be stated on the certificates and in the endorsements;

1.3. the candidates have completed approved seagoing service appropriate to the
performance of the functions and levels that are to be stated on the certificate. The
minimum duration of seagoing service shall be equivalent to the duration of seagoing
service prescribed in Chapters II and III of this Annex. However, the minimum
duration of seagoing service shall be not less than as prescribed in Section A-VII/2
of the STCW Code;

1.4. the candidates for certification who are to perform the function of navigation at the
operational level shall meet the applicable requirements of the regulations in Chapter
IV, as appropriate, for performing designated radio duties in accordance with the Radio
Regulations;

1.5. the certificates are issued in accordance with the requirements of Article 5 of this
Directive and the provisions set forth in Chapter VII of the STCW Code.

2. No certificate shall be issued under this chapter unless the Member State has
communicated the information required by the STCW Convention to the Commission.

Regulation
VII/2

Certification of seafarers
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Every seafarer who performs any function or group of functions specified in tables A-II/1, A-
II/2, A-II/3, A-II/4 or A-II/5 of Chapter II or in tables A-III/1, A-III/2, A-III/3, or A-III/4 or
A-III/5 of Chapter III or A-IV/2 of Chapter IV of the STCW Code shall hold a certificate of
competency or certificate of proficiency, as applicable.

Regulation
VII/3

Principles governing the issue of alternative certificates

1. A Member State which elects to issue or authorise the issue of alternative certificates
shall ensure that the following principles are observed:

1.1. no alternative certification system shall be implemented unless it ensures a degree of
safety at sea and has a preventive effect as regards pollution at least equivalent to that
provided by the other chapters; and

1.2. any arrangement for alternative certification issued under this chapter shall provide
for the interchangeability of certificates with those issued under the other chapters.

2. The principle of interchangeability in point 1 shall ensure that:

2.1. seafarers certificated under the arrangements of Chapters II and/or III and those
certificated under Chapter VII are able to serve on ships which have either traditional
or other forms of shipboard organisation; and

2.2. seafarers are not trained for specific shipboard arrangements in such a way as would
impair their ability to take their skills elsewhere.

3. In issuing any certificate under the provisions of this chapter the following principles
shall be taken into account:

3.1. the issue of alternative certificates shall not be used in itself:

3.1.1. to reduce the number of crew on board;

3.1.2. to lower the integrity of the profession or ‘deskill’ seafarers; or

3.1.3. to justify the assignment of the combined duties of the engine and deck
watchkeeping officers to a single certificate holder during any particular
watch; and

3.2. the person in command shall be designated as the master and the legal position
and authority of the master and others shall not be adversely affected by the
implementation of any arrangement for alternative certification.

4. The principles contained in points 1 and 2 shall ensure that the competency of both
deck and engineer officers is maintained.]


