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Directive 2008/50/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 21 May 2008 on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe

CHAPTER III

AMBIENT AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT

Article 22

Postponement of attainment deadlines and exemption
from the obligation to apply certain limit values

1 Where, in a given zone or agglomeration, conformity with the limit values for nitrogen
dioxide or benzene cannot be achieved by the deadlines specified in Annex XI, a Member
State may postpone those deadlines by a maximum of five years for that particular zone or
agglomeration, on condition that an air quality plan is established in accordance with Article 23
for the zone or agglomeration to which the postponement would apply; such air quality plan shall
be supplemented by the information listed in Section B of Annex XV related to the pollutants
concerned and shall demonstrate how conformity will be achieved with the limit values before
the new deadline.

2 Where, in a given zone or agglomeration, conformity with the limit values for PM10
as specified in Annex XI cannot be achieved because of site-specific dispersion characteristics,
adverse climatic conditions or transboundary contributions, a Member State shall be exempt
from the obligation to apply those limit values until 11 June 2011 provided that the conditions
laid down in paragraph 1 are fulfilled and that the Member State shows that all appropriate
measures have been taken at national, regional and local level to meet the deadlines.

3 Where a Member State applies paragraphs 1 or 2, it shall ensure that the limit value
for each pollutant is not exceeded by more than the maximum margin of tolerance specified in
Annex XI for each of the pollutants concerned.

4 Member States shall notify the Commission where, in their view, paragraphs 1 or 2 are
applicable, and shall communicate the air quality plan referred to in paragraph 1 including
all relevant information necessary for the Commission to assess whether or not the relevant
conditions are satisfied. In its assessment, the Commission shall take into account estimated
effects on ambient air quality in the Member States, at present and in the future, of measures
that have been taken by the Member States as well as estimated effects on ambient air quality
of current Community measures and planned Community measures to be proposed by the
Commission.

Where the Commission has raised no objections within nine months of receipt of that
notification, the relevant conditions for the application of paragraphs 1 or 2 shall be
deemed to be satisfied.

If objections are raised, the Commission may require Member States to adjust or provide
new air quality plans.


