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Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19
November 2008 on waste and repealing certain Directives (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER I

SUBJECT MATTER, SCOPE AND DEFINITIONS

Article 6

End-of-waste status

[F11 Member States shall take appropriate measures to ensure that waste which has
undergone a recycling or other recovery operation is considered to have ceased to be waste if
it complies with the following conditions:

a the substance or object is to be used for specific purposes;]
b a market or demand exists for such a substance or object;
c the substance or object fulfils the technical requirements for the specific purposes and

meets the existing legislation and standards applicable to products; and
d the use of the substance or object will not lead to overall adverse environmental or

human health impacts.

[F2. . . . .]
[F12 The Commission shall monitor the development of national end-of-waste criteria in
Member States, and assess the need to develop Union-wide criteria on this basis. To that end, and
where appropriate, the Commission shall adopt implementing acts in order to establish detailed
criteria on the uniform application of the conditions laid down in paragraph 1 to certain types
of waste.

Those detailed criteria shall ensure a high level of protection of the environment and
human health and facilitate the prudent and rational utilisation of natural resources. They
shall include:

a permissible waste input material for the recovery operation;
b allowed treatment processes and techniques;
c quality criteria for end-of-waste materials resulting from the recovery operation in

line with the applicable product standards, including limit values for pollutants where
necessary;

d requirements for management systems to demonstrate compliance with the end-of-
waste criteria, including for quality control and self-monitoring, and accreditation,
where appropriate; and

e a requirement for a statement of conformity.

Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure
referred to in Article 39(2).

When adopting those implementing acts, the Commission shall take account of the
relevant criteria established by Member States in accordance with paragraph 3 and
shall take as a starting point the most stringent and environmentally protective of those
criteria.
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3 Where criteria have not been set at Union level under paragraph 2, Member States
may establish detailed criteria on the application of the conditions laid down in paragraph 1
to certain types of waste. Those detailed criteria shall take into account any possible adverse
environmental and human health impacts of the substance or object and shall satisfy the
requirements laid down in points (a) to (e) of paragraph 2.

Member States shall notify the Commission of those criteria in accordance with
Directive (EU) 2015/1535 where so required by that Directive.

4 Where criteria have not been set at either Union or national level under paragraph
2 or 3, respectively, a Member State may decide on a case-by-case basis, or take appropriate
measures to verify, that certain waste has ceased to be waste on the basis of the conditions laid
down in paragraph 1 and, where necessary, reflecting the requirements laid down in points (a) to
(e) of paragraph 2, and taking into account limit values for pollutants and any possible adverse
environmental and human health impacts. Such case-by-case decisions are not required to be
notified to the Commission in accordance with Directive (EU) 2015/1535.

Member States may make information about case-by-case decisions and about the
results of verification by competent authorities publicly available by electronic means.]
[F35 The natural or legal person who:

a uses, for the first time, a material that has ceased to be waste and that has not been
placed on the market; or

b places a material on the market for the first time after it has ceased to be waste,
shall ensure that the material meets relevant requirements under the applicable chemical
and product related legislation. The conditions laid down in paragraph 1 have to be met
before the legislation on chemicals and products applies to the material that has ceased
to be waste.]
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