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Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19
November 2008 on waste and repealing certain Directives (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER II

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

[F1Article 9

Prevention of waste

1 Member States shall take measures to prevent waste generation. Those measures shall,
at least:

a promote and support sustainable production and consumption models;
b encourage the design, manufacturing and use of products that are resource-efficient,

durable (including in terms of life span and absence of planned obsolescence),
reparable, re-usable and upgradable;

c target products containing critical raw materials to prevent that those materials become
waste;

d encourage the re-use of products and the setting up of systems promoting repair and
re-use activities, including in particular for electrical and electronic equipment, textiles
and furniture, as well as packaging and construction materials and products;

e encourage, as appropriate and without prejudice to intellectual property rights,
the availability of spare parts, instruction manuals, technical information, or other
instruments, equipment or software enabling the repair and re-use of products without
compromising their quality and safety;

f reduce waste generation in processes related to industrial production, extraction
of minerals, manufacturing, construction and demolition, taking into account best
available techniques;

g reduce the generation of food waste in primary production, in processing and
manufacturing, in retail and other distribution of food, in restaurants and food
services as well as in households as a contribution to the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goal to reduce by 50 % the per capita global food waste at the retail and
consumer levels and to reduce food losses along production and supply chains by 2030;

h encourage food donation and other redistribution for human consumption, prioritising
human use over animal feed and the reprocessing into non-food products;

i promote the reduction of the content of hazardous substances in materials and products,
without prejudice to harmonised legal requirements concerning those materials and
products laid down at Union level, and ensure that any supplier of an article as defined in
point 33 of Article 3 of Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 of the European Parliament and
of the Council(1) provides the information pursuant to Article 33(1) of that Regulation
to the European Chemicals Agency as from 5 January 2021;

j reduce the generation of waste, in particular waste that is not suitable for preparing for
re-use or recycling;

k identify products that are the main sources of littering, notably in natural and
marine environments, and take appropriate measures to prevent and reduce litter from
such products; where Member States decide to implement this obligation through
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market restrictions, they shall ensure that such restrictions are proportionate and non-
discriminatory;

l aim to halt the generation of marine litter as a contribution towards the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goal to prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of
all kinds; and

m develop and support information campaigns to raise awareness about waste prevention
and littering.

2 The European Chemicals Agency shall establish a database for the data to be submitted
to it pursuant to point (i) of paragraph 1 by 5 January 2020 and maintain it. The European
Chemicals Agency shall provide access to that database to waste treatment operators. It shall
also provide access to that database to consumers upon request.

3 Member States shall monitor and assess the implementation of the waste prevention
measures. For that purpose, they shall use appropriate qualitative or quantitative indicators and
targets, notably on the quantity of waste that is generated.

4 Member States shall monitor and assess the implementation of their measures on
re-use by measuring re-use on the basis of the common methodology established by the
implementing act referred to in paragraph 7, as from the first full calendar year after the adoption
of that implementing act.

5 Member States shall monitor and assess the implementation of their food waste
prevention measures by measuring the levels of food waste on the basis of the methodology
established by the delegated act referred to in paragraph 8, as from the first full calendar year
after the adoption of that delegated act.

6 By 31 December 2023, the Commission shall examine the data on food waste provided
by Member States in accordance with Article 37(3) with a view to considering the feasibility of
establishing a Union-wide food waste reduction target to be met by 2030 on the basis of the data
reported by Member States in accordance with the common methodology established pursuant
to paragraph 8 of this Article. To that end, the Commission shall submit a report to the European
Parliament and to the Council, accompanied, if appropriate, by a legislative proposal.

7 The Commission shall adopt implementing acts to establish indicators to measure
the overall progress in the implementation of waste prevention measures and shall, by 31
March 2019, adopt an implementing act to establish a common methodology to report on re-
use of products. Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination
procedure referred to in Article 39(2).

8 By 31 March 2019, the Commission shall adopt, on the basis of the outcome of the
work of the EU Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste, a delegated act in accordance with
Article 38a to supplement this Directive by establishing a common methodology and minimum
quality requirements for the uniform measurement of levels of food waste.

9 By 31 December 2024, the Commission shall examine data on re-use provided by
Member States in accordance with Article 37(3) with a view to considering the feasibility
of measures to encourage the re-use of products, including the setting of quantitative targets.
The Commission shall also examine the feasibility of setting other waste prevention measures,
including waste reduction targets. To that end, the Commission shall submit a report to the
European Parliament and to the Council, accompanied, if appropriate, by a legislative proposal.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive (EU) 2018/851 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May

2018 amending Directive 2008/98/EC on waste (Text with EEA relevance).

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2018/851
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2018/851
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(1) [F1Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 December
2006 concerning the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals
(REACH), establishing a European Chemicals Agency, amending Directive 1999/45/EC and
repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 793/93 and Commission Regulation (EC) No 1488/94
as well as Council Directive 76/769/EEC and Commission Directives 91/155/EEC, 93/67/EEC,
93/105/EC and 2000/21/EC (OJ L 396, 30.12.2006, p. 1).]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive (EU) 2018/851 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May

2018 amending Directive 2008/98/EC on waste (Text with EEA relevance).

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2006.396.01.0001.01.ENG
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2018/851
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudr/2018/851

