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Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19
November 2008 on waste and repealing certain Directives (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER II

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Article 8

Extended producer responsibility

1 In order to strengthen the re-use and the prevention, recycling and other recovery of
waste, Member States may take legislative or non-legislative measures to ensure that any natural
or legal person who professionally develops, manufactures, processes, treats, sells or imports
products (producer of the product) has extended producer responsibility.

Such measures may include an acceptance of returned products and of the waste that
remains after those products have been used, as well as the subsequent management of
the waste and financial responsibility for such activities. These measures may include
the obligation to provide publicly available information as to the extent to which the
product is re-usable and recyclable.

2 Member States may take appropriate measures to encourage the design of products
in order to reduce their environmental impacts and the generation of waste in the course of the
production and subsequent use of products, and in order to ensure that the recovery and disposal
of products that have become waste take place in accordance with Articles 4 and 13.

Such measures may encourage, inter alia, the development, production and marketing
of products that are suitable for multiple use, that are technically durable and that are,
after having become waste, suitable for proper and safe recovery and environmentally
compatible disposal.

3 When applying extended producer responsibility, Member States shall take into
account the technical feasibility and economic viability and the overall environmental, human
health and social impacts, respecting the need to ensure the proper functioning of the internal
market.

4 The extended producer responsibility shall be applied without prejudice to the
responsibility for waste management as provided for in Article 15(1) and without prejudice to
existing waste stream specific and product specific legislation.

Article 9

Prevention of waste

Following the consultation of stakeholders, the Commission shall submit to the
European Parliament and the Council the following reports accompanied, if appropriate,
by proposals for measures required in support of the prevention activities and the
implementation of the waste prevention programmes referred to in Article 29 covering:
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(a) by the end of 2011, an interim report on the evolution of waste generation and the
scope of waste prevention, including the formulation of a product eco-design policy
addressing both the generation of waste and the presence of hazardous substances
in waste, with a view to promoting technologies focusing on durable, re-usable and
recyclable products;

(b) by the end of 2011, the formulation of an action plan for further support measures at
European level seeking, in particular, to change current consumption patterns;

(c) by the end of 2014, the setting of waste prevention and decoupling objectives for 2020,
based on best available practices including, if necessary, a revision of the indicators
referred to in Article 29(4).

Article 10

Recovery

1 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that waste undergoes
recovery operations, in accordance with Articles 4 and 13.

2 Where necessary to comply with paragraph 1 and to facilitate or improve recovery,
waste shall be collected separately if technically, environmentally and economically practicable
and shall not be mixed with other waste or other material with different properties.

Article 11

Re-use and recycling

1 Member States shall take measures, as appropriate, to promote the re-use of products
and preparing for re-use activities, notably by encouraging the establishment and support of re-
use and repair networks, the use of economic instruments, procurement criteria, quantitative
objectives or other measures.

Member States shall take measures to promote high quality recycling and, to this
end, shall set up separate collections of waste where technically, environmentally and
economically practicable and appropriate to meet the necessary quality standards for
the relevant recycling sectors.

Subject to Article 10(2), by 2015 separate collection shall be set up for at least the
following: paper, metal, plastic and glass.

2 In order to comply with the objectives of this Directive, and move towards a European
recycling society with a high level of resource efficiency, Member States shall take the necessary
measures designed to achieve the following targets:

a by 2020, the preparing for re-use and the recycling of waste materials such as at least
paper, metal, plastic and glass from households and possibly from other origins as far
as these waste streams are similar to waste from households, shall be increased to a
minimum of overall 50 % by weight;

b by 2020, the preparing for re-use, recycling and other material recovery, including
backfilling operations using waste to substitute other materials, of non-hazardous
construction and demolition waste excluding naturally occurring material defined in
category 17 05 04 in the list of waste shall be increased to a minimum of 70 % by weight.
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3 The Commission shall establish detailed rules on the application and calculation
methods for verifying compliance with the targets set out in paragraph 2 of this Article,
considering Regulation (EC) No 2150/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
25 November 2002 on waste statistics(1). These can include transition periods for Member States
which, in 2008, recycled less than 5 % of either categories of waste referred to in paragraph 2.
Those measures, designed to amend non-essential elements of this Directive by supplementing
it, shall be adopted in accordance with the regulatory procedure with scrutiny referred to in
Article 39(2) of this Directive.

4 By 31 December 2014 at the latest, the Commission shall examine the measures
and the targets referred to in paragraph 2 with a view to, if necessary, reinforcing the targets
and considering the setting of targets for other waste streams. The report of the Commission,
accompanied by a proposal if appropriate, shall be sent to the European Parliament and the
Council. In its report, the Commission shall take into account the relevant environmental,
economic and social impacts of setting the targets.

5 Every three years, in accordance with Article 37, Member States shall report to the
Commission on their record with regard to meeting the targets. If targets are not met, this report
shall include the reasons for failure and the actions the Member State intends to take to meet
those targets.

Article 12

Disposal

Member States shall ensure that, where recovery in accordance with Article 10(1) is
not undertaken, waste undergoes safe disposal operations which meet the provisions of
Article 13 on the protection of human health and the environment.

Article 13

Protection of human health and the environment

Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that waste management is
carried out without endangering human health, without harming the environment and,
in particular:

(a) without risk to water, air, soil, plants or animals;

(b) without causing a nuisance through noise or odours; and

(c) without adversely affecting the countryside or places of special interest.

Article 14

Costs

1 In accordance with the polluter-pays principle, the costs of waste management shall
be borne by the original waste producer or by the current or previous waste holders.

2 Member States may decide that the costs of waste management are to be borne partly
or wholly by the producer of the product from which the waste came and that the distributors
of such product may share these costs.
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(1) OJ L 332, 9.12.2002, p. 1.
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