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Directive 2009/138/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 25 November 2009 on the taking-up and pursuit of the business of

Insurance and Reinsurance (Solvency II) (recast) (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE II

SPECIFIC PROVISIONS FOR INSURANCE AND REINSURANCE

CHAPTER II

Provisions specific to non-life insurance

Section 4

Legal expenses insurance

Article 201

Free choice of lawyer

1 Any contract of legal expenses insurance shall expressly provide that:
a where recourse is had to a lawyer or other person appropriately qualified according to

national law in order to defend, represent or serve the interests of the insured person
in any inquiry or proceedings, that insured person shall be free to choose such lawyer
or other person;

b the insured persons shall be free to choose a lawyer or, where they so prefer and to the
extent that national law so permits, any other appropriately qualified person, to serve
their interests whenever a conflict of interests arises.

2 For the purposes of this Section ‘lawyer’ means any person entitled to pursue his
professional activities under one of the denominations laid down in Council Directive 77/249/
EEC of 22 March 1977 to facilitate the effective exercise by lawyers of freedom to provide
services(1).
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(1) OJ L 78, 26.3.1977, p. 17.
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