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Council Directive 2009/156/EC of 30 November 2009 on animal
health conditions governing the movement and importation from third

countries of equidae (codified version) (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER II

RULES FOR THE MOVEMENT OF EQUIDAE BETWEEN MEMBER STATES

Article 7

1 Equidae must be transported, as soon as possible, from the holding of origin either
directly or via an approved marshalling centre, as defined as ‘assembly centre’ in Article 2(2)
(o) of Council Directive 64/432/EEC of 26 June 1964 on animal health problems affecting
intra-Community trade in bovine animals and swine(1), to the place of destination in vehicles or
containers which have been regularly cleansed and disinfected with a disinfectant at intervals
to be fixed by the Member State of dispatch. The vehicles must be designed in such a way
that equidae droppings, litter or fodder cannot escape from the vehicle during transportation.
Without prejudice to Regulation (EC) No 1/2005, transportation must be effected in such a way
that the health and well-being of the equidae can be protected effectively.

2 The Member State of destination may, on a general or restricted basis, grant a
derogation from some of the requirements of Article 4(5) for any animal bearing a special mark
indicating that it is scheduled for slaughter, provided that the health certificate in accordance
with Annex III mentions such derogation.

Where such derogation is granted, equidae for slaughter must be transported directly
to the designated slaughterhouse and be slaughtered within five days of arrival at the
slaughterhouse.

3 The official veterinarian must record the identification number or identification
document number of the slaughtered animal and forward to the competent authority of the place
of dispatch, at the latter’s request, an attestation to the effect that the animal has been slaughtered.
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(1) OJ 121, 29.7.1964, p. 1977.
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