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Directive 2009/16/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
23 April 2009 on port State control (Recast) (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 13

Initial and more detailed inspections

[F1Member States shall ensure that ships which are selected for inspection in accordance
with Article 12 or Article 14a are subject to an initial inspection or a more detailed
inspection as follows:]
1. On each initial inspection of a ship, the competent authority shall ensure that the

inspector, as a minimum:

(a) checks the certificates and documents listed in Annex IV required to be
kept on board in accordance with Community maritime legislation and
Conventions relating to safety and security;

(b) verifies, where appropriate, whether outstanding deficiencies found during
the previous inspection carried out by a Member State or by a State signatory
to the Paris MOU have been rectified;

(c) satisfies himself of the overall condition of the ship, including the hygiene
of the ship, including engine room and accommodation.

2. When, after an inspection referred to in point 1, deficiencies to be rectified at the next
port of call have been recorded in the inspection database, the competent authority of
such next port may decide not to carry out the verifications referred to in point 1(a)
and (c).

3. A more detailed inspection shall be carried out, including further checking of
compliance with on-board operational requirements, whenever there are clear grounds
for believing, after the inspection referred to in point 1, that the condition of a ship
or of its equipment or crew does not substantially meet the relevant requirements of
a Convention.

‘Clear grounds’ shall exist when the inspector finds evidence which in his professional
judgement warrants a more detailed inspection of the ship, its equipment or its crew.

Examples of ‘clear grounds’ are set out in Annex V.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive (EU) 2017/2110 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15

November 2017 on a system of inspections for the safe operation of ro-ro passenger ships and high-
speed passenger craft in regular service and amending Directive 2009/16/EC and repealing Council
Directive 1999/35/EC (Text with EEA relevance).
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