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Directive 2009/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 23 April 2009 establishing the fundamental principles governing
the investigation of accidents in the maritime transport sector and

amending Council Directive 1999/35/EC and Directive 2002/59/EC of
the European Parliament and of the Council (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 16

Early alert system

Without prejudice to its right to give an early alert, the investigative body of a Member
State shall, at any stage of a safety investigation, if it takes the view that urgent action is
needed at Community level to prevent the risk of new casualties, inform the Commission
without delay of the need to give an early alert.

If necessary, the Commission shall issue a note of warning for the attention of the
responsible authorities in all the other Member States, the shipping industry, and to any
other relevant party.


