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Directive 2009/24/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 23 April 2009 on the legal protection of computer

programs (Codified version) (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 2

Authorship of computer programs

1 The author of a computer program shall be the natural person or group of natural
persons who has created the program or, where the legislation of the Member State permits, the
legal person designated as the rightholder by that legislation.

Where collective works are recognised by the legislation of a Member State, the person
considered by the legislation of the Member State to have created the work shall be
deemed to be its author.

2 In respect of a computer program created by a group of natural persons jointly, the
exclusive rights shall be owned jointly.

3 Where a computer program is created by an employee in the execution of his duties or
following the instructions given by his employer, the employer exclusively shall be entitled to
exercise all economic rights in the program so created, unless otherwise provided by contract.


