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Directive 2009/73/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of
13 July 2009 concerning common rules for the internal market in natural
gas and repealing Directive 2003/55/EC (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER VII

ORGANISATION OF ACCESS TO THE SYSTEM

Article 32
Third-party access

1 Member States shall ensure the implementation of a system of third party access
to the transmission and distribution system, and LNG facilities based on published tariffs,
applicable to all eligible customers, including supply undertakings, and applied objectively and
without discrimination between system users. Member States shall ensure that those tariffs, or
the methodologies underlying their calculation are approved prior to their entry into force in
accordance with Article 41 by a regulatory authority referred to in Article 39(1) and that those
tariffs — and the methodologies, where only methodologies are approved — are published prior
to their entry into force.

2 Transmission system operators shall, if necessary for the purpose of carrying out their
functions including in relation to cross-border transmission, have access to the network of other
transmission system operators.

3 The provisions of this Directive shall not prevent the conclusion of long-term contracts
in so far as they comply with Community competition rules



