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Directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5
April 2011 on preventing and combating trafficking in human beings and

protecting its victims, and replacing Council Framework Decision 2002/629/JHA

Article 16

Assistance, support and protection for unaccompanied
child victims of trafficking in human beings

1 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that the specific actions to
assist and support child victims of trafficking in human beings, as referred to in Article 14(1),
take due account of the personal and special circumstances of the unaccompanied child victim.

2 Member States shall take the necessary measures with a view to finding a durable
solution based on an individual assessment of the best interests of the child.

3 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that, where appropriate, a
guardian is appointed to unaccompanied child victims of trafficking in human beings.

4 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that, in criminal
investigations and proceedings, in accordance with the role of victims in the relevant justice
system, competent authorities appoint a representative where the child is unaccompanied or
separated from its family.

5 This Article shall apply without prejudice to Articles 14 and 15.


