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Directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5
April 2011 on preventing and combating trafficking in human beings and

protecting its victims, and replacing Council Framework Decision 2002/629/JHA

Article 2

Offences concerning trafficking in human beings

1 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that the following
intentional acts are punishable:

The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or reception of persons, including
the exchange or transfer of control over those persons, by means of the threat or use
of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse
of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or
benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the
purpose of exploitation.

2 A position of vulnerability means a situation in which the person concerned has no
real or acceptable alternative but to submit to the abuse involved.

3 Exploitation shall include, as a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others
or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, including begging, slavery or
practices similar to slavery, servitude, or the exploitation of criminal activities, or the removal
of organs.

4 The consent of a victim of trafficking in human beings to the exploitation, whether
intended or actual, shall be irrelevant where any of the means set forth in paragraph 1 has been
used.

5 When the conduct referred to in paragraph 1 involves a child, it shall be a punishable
offence of trafficking in human beings even if none of the means set forth in paragraph 1 has
been used.

6 For the purpose of this Directive, ‘child’ shall mean any person below 18 years of age.


