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Directive 2012/27/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October
2012 on energy efficiency, amending Directives 2009/125/EC and 2010/30/EU

and repealing Directives 2004/8/EC and 2006/32/EC (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER II

EFFICIENCY IN ENERGY USE

[F1Article 9b

Sub-metering and cost allocation for heating, cooling and domestic hot water

1 In multi-apartment and multi-purpose buildings with a central heating or central
cooling source or supplied from a district heating or district cooling system, individual meters
shall be installed to measure the consumption of heating, cooling or domestic hot water for each
building unit, where technically feasible and cost effective in terms of being proportionate in
relation to the potential energy savings.

Where the use of individual meters is not technically feasible or where it is not
cost-efficient to measure heat consumption in each building unit, individual heat cost
allocators shall be used to measure heat consumption at each radiator unless it is
shown by the Member State in question that the installation of such heat cost allocators
would not be cost-efficient. In those cases, alternative cost-efficient methods of heat
consumption measurement may be considered. The general criteria, methodologies and/
or procedures to determine technical non-feasibility and non-cost effectiveness shall be
clearly set out and published by each Member State.

2 In new multi-apartment buildings and in residential parts of new multi-purpose
buildings that are equipped with a central heating source for domestic hot water or are supplied
from district heating systems, individual meters shall, notwithstanding the first subparagraph of
paragraph 1, be provided for domestic hot water.

3 Where multi-apartment or multi-purpose buildings are supplied from district heating
or district cooling, or where own common heating or cooling systems for such buildings are
prevalent, Member States shall ensure they have in place transparent, publicly available national
rules on the allocation of the cost of heating, cooling and domestic hot water consumption in
such buildings to ensure transparency and accuracy of accounting for individual consumption.
Where appropriate, such rules shall include guidelines on the manner in which to allocate cost
for energy that is used as follows:

a domestic hot water;
b heat radiated from the building installation and for the purpose of heating the common

areas, where staircases and corridors are equipped with radiators;
c for the purpose of heating or cooling apartments.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Directive (EU) 2018/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December

2018 amending Directive 2012/27/EU on energy efficiency (Text with EEA relevance).
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