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Directive 2013/30/EU of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 12 June 2013 on safety of offshore oil and gas operations

and amending Directive 2004/35/EC (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER VII

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

Article 28

Requirements for internal emergency response plans

1 Member States shall ensure that the internal emergency response plans to be prepared
by the operator or the owner in accordance with Article 14 and submitted pursuant to point (g)
of Article 11(1) are:

a put into action without delay to respond to any major accident or a situation where there
is an immediate risk of a major accident; and

b consistent with the external emergency response plan referred to in Article 29.

2 Member States shall ensure that the operator and the owner maintain equipment and
expertise relevant to the internal emergency response plan in order for that equipment and
expertise to be available at all times and to be made available as necessary to the authorities
responsible for the execution of the external emergency response plan of the Member State
where the internal emergency response plan applies.

3 The internal emergency response plan shall be prepared in accordance with Annex I,
Part 10, and updated as a consequence of any material change to the report on major hazards
or notifications submitted pursuant to Article 11 Any such updates shall be submitted to the
competent authority pursuant to point (g) of Article 11(1) and notified to the relevant authority
or authorities responsible for preparing the external emergency response plans for the area
concerned.

4 The internal emergency response plan shall be integrated with other measures relating
to protection and rescue of personnel from the stricken installation so as to secure a good
prospect of personal safety and survival.

Article 29

External emergency response plans and emergency preparedness

1 Member States shall prepare external emergency response plans covering all offshore
oil and gas installations or connected infrastructure and potentially affected areas within their
jurisdiction. Member States shall specify the role and financial obligation of licensees and
operators in the external emergency response plans.

2 External emergency response plans shall be prepared by the Member State in
cooperation with relevant operators and owners and, as appropriate, licensees and the competent
authority, and shall take into account the most up to date version of the internal emergency
response plans of the existing or planned installations or connected infrastructure in the area
covered by the external emergency response plan.
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3 External emergency response plans shall be prepared in accordance with Annex VII,
and shall be made available to the Commission, other potentially affected Member States and
the public. When making available their external emergency response plans, the Member States
shall ensure that disclosed information does not pose risks to the safety and security of offshore
oil and gas installations and their operation and does not harm the economic interests of the
Member States or the personal safety and well-being of officials of Member States.

4 Member States shall take suitable measures to achieve a high level of compatibility
and interoperability of response equipment and expertise between all Member States in a
geographical region, and further afield where appropriate. Member States shall encourage
industry to develop response equipment and contracted services that are compatible and
interoperable throughout the geographical region.

5 Member States shall keep records of emergency response equipment and services in
accordance with Annex VIII, point 1. Those records shall be available to the other potentially
affected Member States and the Commission and, on a reciprocal basis, to neighbouring third
countries.

6 Member States shall ensure that operators and owners regularly test their preparedness
to respond effectively to major accidents in close cooperation with the relevant authorities of
the Member States.

7 Member States shall ensure that competent authorities or, where appropriate, contact
points develop cooperation scenarios for emergencies. Such scenarios shall be regularly
assessed and updated as necessary.

Article 30

Emergency response

1 Member States shall ensure that the operator or, if appropriate, the owner notifies
without delay the relevant authorities of a major accident or of a situation where there is an
immediate risk of a major accident. That notification shall describe the circumstances, including,
where possible, the origin, the potential impacts on the environment and the potential major
consequences.

2 Member States shall ensure that in the event of a major accident, the operator or the
owner takes all suitable measures to prevent its escalation and to limit its consequences. The
relevant authorities of the Member States may assist the operator or owner, including with the
supply of additional resources.

3 In the course of the emergency response, the Member State shall collect the
information necessary for thorough investigation pursuant to Article 26(1).


