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Directive 2013/32/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013
on common procedures for granting and withdrawing international protection (recast)

CHAPTER II

BASIC PRINCIPLES AND GUARANTEES

Article 20

Free legal assistance and representation in appeals procedures

1 Member States shall ensure that free legal assistance and representation is granted
on request in the appeals procedures provided for in Chapter V. It shall include, at least, the
preparation of the required procedural documents and participation in the hearing before a court
or tribunal of first instance on behalf of the applicant.

2 Member States may also provide free legal assistance and/or representation in the
procedures at first instance provided for in Chapter III. In such cases, Article 19 shall not apply.

3 Member States may provide that free legal assistance and representation not be granted
where the applicant’s appeal is considered by a court or tribunal or other competent authority
to have no tangible prospect of success.

Where a decision not to grant free legal assistance and representation pursuant to this
paragraph is taken by an authority which is not a court or tribunal, Member States shall
ensure that the applicant has the right to an effective remedy before a court or tribunal
against that decision.

In the application of this paragraph, Member States shall ensure that legal assistance
and representation is not arbitrarily restricted and that the applicant’s effective access
to justice is not hindered.

4 Free legal assistance and representation shall be subject to the conditions laid down
in Article 21.


