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Directive 2013/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June
2013 on access to the activity of credit institutions and the prudential supervision
of credit institutions and investment firms, amending Directive 2002/87/EC and

repealing Directives 2006/48/EC and 2006/49/EC (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCESS TO THE ACTIVITY OF CREDIT INSTITUTIONS

CHAPTER 2

Qualifying holding in a credit institution

Article 23

Assessment criteria

1 In assessing the notification provided for in Article 22(1) and the information referred
to in Article 22(3), the competent authorities shall, in order to ensure the sound and prudent
management of the credit institution in which an acquisition is proposed, and having regard to
the likely influence of the proposed acquirer on that credit institution, assess the suitability of
the proposed acquirer and the financial soundness of the proposed acquisition in accordance
with the following criteria:

a the reputation of the proposed acquirer;
[F1b the reputation, knowledge, skills and experience, as set out in Article 91(1), of any

member of the management body who will direct the business of the credit institution
as a result of the proposed acquisition;]

c the financial soundness of the proposed acquirer, in particular in relation to the type
of business pursued and envisaged in the credit institution in which the acquisition is
proposed;

d whether the credit institution will be able to comply and continue to comply with the
prudential requirements based on this Directive and Regulation (EU) No 575/2013, and
where applicable, other Union law, in particular Directives 2002/87/EC and 2009/110/
EC, including whether the group of which it will become a part has a structure that
makes it possible to exercise effective supervision, effectively exchange information
among the competent authorities and determine the allocation of responsibilities among
the competent authorities;

e whether there are reasonable grounds to suspect that, in connection with the proposed
acquisition, money laundering or terrorist financing within the meaning of Article 1 of
Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 October
2005 on the prevention of the use of the financial system for the purpose of money
laundering and terrorist financing(1) is being or has been committed or attempted, or that
the proposed acquisition could increase the risk thereof.

2 The competent authorities may oppose the proposed acquisition only if there are
reasonable grounds for doing so on the basis of the criteria set out in paragraph 1 or if the
information provided by the proposed acquirer is incomplete.
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3 Member States shall neither impose any prior conditions in respect of the level of
holding that must be acquired nor allow their competent authorities to examine the proposed
acquisition in terms of the economic needs of the market.

4 Member States shall publish a list specifying the information that is necessary to
carry out the assessment and that must be provided to the competent authorities at the time of
notification referred to in Article 22(1). The information required shall be proportionate and
adapted to the nature of the proposed acquirer and the proposed acquisition. Member States
shall not require information that is not relevant for a prudential assessment.

5 Notwithstanding Article 22(2), (3) and (4), where two or more proposals to acquire or
increase qualifying holdings in the same credit institution have been notified to the competent
authority, the latter shall treat the proposed acquirers in a non-discriminatory manner.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Directive (EU) 2019/878 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 May

2019 amending Directive 2013/36/EU as regards exempted entities, financial holding companies,
mixed financial holding companies, remuneration, supervisory measures and powers and capital
conservation measures (Text with EEA relevance).
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(1) OJ L 309, 25.11.2005, p. 15.

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2005.309.01.0015.01.ENG

