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Directive 2013/48/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of
22 October 2013 on the right of access to a lawyer in criminal proceedings

and in European arrest warrant proceedings, and on the right to have a
third party informed upon deprivation of liberty and to communicate

with third persons and with consular authorities while deprived of liberty

Article 2

Scope

1 This Directive applies to suspects or accused persons in criminal proceedings from
the time when they are made aware by the competent authorities of a Member State, by official
notification or otherwise, that they are suspected or accused of having committed a criminal
offence, and irrespective of whether they are deprived of liberty. It applies until the conclusion of
the proceedings, which is understood to mean the final determination of the question whether the
suspect or accused person has committed the offence, including, where applicable, sentencing
and the resolution of any appeal.

2 This Directive applies to persons subject to European arrest warrant proceedings
(requested persons) from the time of their arrest in the executing Member State in accordance
with Article 10.

3 This Directive also applies, under the same conditions as provided for in paragraph
1, to persons other than suspects or accused persons who, in the course of questioning by the
police or by another law enforcement authority, become suspects or accused persons.

4 Without prejudice to the right to a fair trial, in respect of minor offences:
a where the law of a Member State provides for the imposition of a sanction by an

authority other than a court having jurisdiction in criminal matters, and the imposition
of such a sanction may be appealed or referred to such a court; or

b where deprivation of liberty cannot be imposed as a sanction;
this Directive shall only apply to the proceedings before a court having jurisdiction in
criminal matters.

In any event, this Directive shall fully apply where the suspect or accused person is
deprived of liberty, irrespective of the stage of the criminal proceedings.


