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Directive 2013/54/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20
November 2013 concerning certain flag State responsibilities for compliance with and

enforcement of the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 4

Personnel in charge of compliance monitoring

1 Member States shall ensure that personnel, including staff from institutions or other
organisations (‘recognised organisations’ within the meaning of MLC 2006), authorised to
carry out inspections in accordance with Article 3(3) and in charge of verifying the proper
implementation of the relevant parts of MLC 2006, have the training, competence, terms of
reference, full legal authority, status and independence necessary or desirable to enable them
to carry out that verification and to ensure compliance with the relevant parts of MLC 2006.
In accordance with MLC 2006, inspectors shall be empowered to take steps, as appropriate, to
prohibit a ship from leaving port until necessary actions are taken.

2 All authorisations granted with respect to inspections shall, as a minimum, empower
the recognised organisation to require the rectification of deficiencies that it identifies in
seafarers’ living and working conditions, and to carry out inspections in that regard at the request
of a port State.

3 Each Member State shall establish:
a a system to ensure the adequacy of work performed by recognised organisations,

which includes information on all applicable national laws and regulations and relevant
international instruments; and

b procedures for communication with and oversight of such organisations.

4 Each Member State shall provide the International Labour Office with a current list
of any recognised organisations authorised to act on its behalf, and shall keep this list up to
date. The list shall specify the functions that the recognised organisations have been authorised
to carry out.


