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Directive 2014/90/EU of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 23 July 2014 on marine equipment and repealing
Council Directive 96/98/EC (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER 2

THE WHEEL MARK

Article 9
The wheel mark
1 Marine equipment the compliance of which with the requirements laid down in

this Directive has been demonstrated in accordance with the relevant conformity assessment
procedures shall have the wheel mark affixed to it.

2 The wheel mark shall not be affixed to any other product.
3 The form of the wheel mark to be used shall be as set out in Annex 1.
4 Use of the wheel mark shall be subject to the general principles set out in paragraphs

1 and 3 to 6 of Article 30 of Regulation (EC) No 765/2008, where any reference to the CE
marking shall be construed as a reference to the wheel mark.

Article 10

Rules and conditions for affixing the wheel mark

1 The wheel mark shall be affixed visibly, legibly and indelibly to the product or to
its data plate and, where relevant, embedded in its software. Where that is not possible or not
warranted on account of the nature of the product, it shall be affixed to the packaging and to
the accompanying documents.

2 The wheel mark shall be affixed at the end of the production phase.

3 The wheel mark shall be followed by the identification number of the notified body,
where that body is involved in the production control phase, and by the year in which the mark
is affixed.

4 The identification number of the notified body shall be affixed by the body itself or,
under its instructions, by the manufacturer or the manufacturer's authorised representative.

Article 11

Electronic tag

1 In order to facilitate market surveillance and prevent the counterfeiting of specific
items of marine equipment referred to in paragraph 3, manufacturers may use an appropriate
and reliable form of electronic tag instead of, or in addition to, the wheel mark. In such a case,
Articles 9 and 10 shall apply, as appropriate, mutatis mutandis.
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2 The Commission shall carry out a cost-benefit analysis concerning the use of the
electronic tag as a supplement to, or a replacement of, the wheel mark.

3 The Commission may adopt delegated acts, in accordance with Article 37, in order to
identify the specific items of marine equipment which can benefit from electronic tagging. It
is of particular importance that the Commission carry out consultations with experts, including
Member States’ experts, during the preparation of such delegated acts.

4 Implementing powers shall be conferred upon the Commission in order to lay down, in
the form of Commission Regulations and in accordance with the examination procedure referred
to in Article 38(2), appropriate technical criteria as regards the design, performance, affixing
and use of electronic tags.

5 For the equipment identified in accordance with paragraph 3, the wheel mark may,
within three years after the date of adoption of the appropriate technical criteria referred to in
paragraph 4, be supplemented by an appropriate and reliable form of electronic tag.

6 For the equipment identified in accordance with paragraph 3, the wheel mark may be
replaced, five years after the date of adoption of the appropriate technical criteria referred to in
paragraph 4, by an appropriate and reliable form of electronic tag.



