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Directive (EU) 2015/2203 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 25 November 2015 on the approximation of the laws of
the Member States relating to caseins and caseinates intended for
human consumption and repealing Council Directive 83/417/EEC

Article 1

Scope

This Directive applies to caseins and caseinates which are intended for human
consumption and mixtures thereof.

Article 2

Definitions

For the purposes of this Directive, the following definitions apply:

(a) ‘edible acid casein’ means a milk product obtained by separating, washing and drying
the acid-precipitated coagulum of skimmed milk and/or of other products obtained
from milk;

(b) ‘edible rennet casein’ means a milk product obtained by separating, washing and
drying the coagulum of skimmed milk and/or of other products obtained from milk;
the coagulum is obtained through the reaction of rennet or other coagulating enzymes;

(c) ‘edible caseinate’ means a milk product obtained by action of edible casein or edible
casein curd coagulum with neutralizing agents, followed by drying.

Article 3

Obligations of Member States

Member States shall take all the necessary steps to ensure that:

(a) the milk products defined in Article 2 are marketed, under the names specified therein,
only if they comply with the rules laid down in this Directive and the standards set
out in Annexes I and II; and

(b) caseins and caseinates which do not comply with the standards set out in points (b)
and (c) of Section I of Annex I, points (b) and (c) of Section II of Annex I or points
(b) and (c) of Annex II, are not used for the preparation of food, and, where lawfully
marketed for other purposes, are named and labelled in such a way that the purchaser
is not misled as to their nature, quality or intended use.

Article 4

Labelling

1 The following particulars shall be marked on the packages, containers or labels of the
milk products defined in Article 2 in easily visible, clearly legible and indelible characters:
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a the name of the milk product as laid down in points (a), (b) and (c) of Article 2 with,
in the case of edible caseinates, an indication of the cation or cations as listed in point
(d) of Annex II;

b in the case of products marketed as mixtures:

(i) the words ‘mixture of …’ followed by the names of the different products of
which the mixture is composed, in decreasing order of weight,

(ii) an indication of the cation or cations, as listed in point (d) of Annex II, in the
case of edible caseinates,

(iii) the protein content in the case of mixtures containing edible caseinates;
c the net quantity of the products, expressed in kilograms or grams;
d the name or business name and the address of the food business operator under whose

name or business name the product is marketed or, if that food business operator is not
established in the Union, the importer into the Union market;

e in the case of products imported from third countries, the name of the country of origin;
f the lot identification of the products or the date of production.

By way of derogation from the first subparagraph, the particulars referred to in point
(iii) of point (b) and in points (c), (d) and (e) of the first subparagraph may be marked
only in an accompanying document.

2 A Member State shall prohibit the marketing of milk products defined in points (a),
(b) and (c) of Article 2 in its territory if the particulars referred to in the first subparagraph of
paragraph 1 of this Article are not marked in a language easily understood by the purchasers
of that Member State where those products are marketed, unless such information is provided
by the food business operator by other means. Those particulars may be marked in several
languages.

3 Where the minimum milk protein content set out in point (a)2 of Section I of Annex
I, point (a)2 of Section II of Annex I, and point (a)2 of Annex II is exceeded in the milk
products defined in Article 2, this fact may, without prejudice to other provisions of Union law,
be adequately marked on the packages, containers or labels of the products.

Article 5

Delegation of power

The Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article
6 to amend the standards set out in Annexes I and II in order to take account of
developments in relevant international standards and of technical progress.

Article 6

Exercise of the delegation

1 The power to adopt delegated acts is conferred on the Commission subject to the
conditions laid down in this Article. It is of particular importance that the Commission follow
its usual practice and carry out consultations with experts, including Member States' experts,
before adopting the delegated acts referred to in Article 5.
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2 The power to adopt delegated acts referred to in Article 5 shall be conferred on the
Commission for a period of five years from 21 December 2015. The Commission shall draw up
a report in respect of the delegation of power not later than nine months before the end of the
five-year period. The delegation of power shall be tacitly extended for periods of an identical
duration, unless the European Parliament or the Council opposes such extension not later than
three months before the end of each period.

3 The delegation of power referred to in Article 5 may be revoked at any time by the
European Parliament or by the Council. A decision to revoke shall put an end to the delegation
of the power specified in that decision. It shall take effect the day following the publication of
the decision in the Official Journal of the European Union or at a later date specified therein. It
shall not affect the validity of the delegated acts already in force.

4 As soon as it adopts a delegated act, the Commission shall notify it simultaneously to
the European Parliament and to the Council.

5 A delegated act adopted pursuant to Article 5 shall enter into force only if no objection
has been expressed either by the European Parliament or the Council within a period of two
months of notification of that act to the European Parliament and to the Council or if, before
the expiry of that period, the European Parliament and the Council have both informed the
Commission that they will not object. That period shall be extended by two months at the
initiative of the European Parliament or of the Council.

Article 7

Transposition

1 Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations and administrative
provisions necessary to comply with this Directive by 22 December 2016. They shall
immediately inform the Commission thereof.

When Member States adopt those measures, they shall contain a reference to this
Directive or be accompanied by such a reference on the occasion of their official
publication. The methods of making such reference shall be laid down by Member
States.

2 Member States shall communicate to the Commission the text of the main measures
of national law which they adopt in the field covered by this Directive.

Article 8

Repeal

Directive 83/417/EEC is repealed with effect from 22 December 2016.

References to the repealed Directive shall be construed as references to this Directive
and shall be read in accordance with the correlation table in Annex III.
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Article 9

Entry into force

This Directive shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication
in the Official Journal of the European Union.

Article 10

Addresses

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Strasbourg, 25 November 2015.

For the European Parliament

The President

M. SCHULZ

For the Council

The President

N. SCHMIT


