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Directive (EU) 2015/849 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
20 May 2015 on the prevention of the use of the financial system for the

purposes of money laundering or terrorist financing, amending Regulation
(EU) No 648/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and
repealing Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the

Council and Commission Directive 2006/70/EC (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER IV

REPORTING OBLIGATIONS

SECTION 1

General provisions

Article 32

1 Each Member State shall establish an FIU in order to prevent, detect and effectively
combat money laundering and terrorist financing.

2 Member States shall notify the Commission in writing of the name and address of
their respective FIUs.

3 Each FIU shall be operationally independent and autonomous, which means that the
FIU shall have the authority and capacity to carry out its functions freely, including the ability to
take autonomous decisions to analyse, request and disseminate specific information. The FIU as
the central national unit shall be responsible for receiving and analysing suspicious transaction
reports and other information relevant to money laundering, associated predicate offences or
terrorist financing. The FIU shall be responsible for disseminating the results of its analyses
and any additional relevant information to the competent authorities where there are grounds to
suspect money laundering, associated predicate offences or terrorist financing. It shall be able
to obtain additional information from obliged entities.

Member States shall provide their FIUs with adequate financial, human and technical
resources in order to fulfil their tasks.

4 Member States shall ensure that their FIUs have access, directly or indirectly, in
a timely manner, to the financial, administrative and law enforcement information that they
require to fulfil their tasks properly. FIUs shall be able to respond to requests for information by
competent authorities in their respective Member States when such requests for information are
motivated by concerns relating to money laundering, associated predicate offences or terrorist
financing. The decision on conducting the analysis or dissemination of information shall remain
with the FIU.

5 Where there are objective grounds for assuming that the provision of such information
would have a negative impact on ongoing investigations or analyses, or, in exceptional
circumstances, where disclosure of the information would be clearly disproportionate to the
legitimate interests of a natural or legal person or irrelevant with regard to the purposes for
which it has been requested, the FIU shall be under no obligation to comply with the request
for information.
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6 Member States shall require competent authorities to provide feedback to the FIU
about the use made of the information provided in accordance with this Article and about the
outcome of the investigations or inspections performed on the basis of that information.

7 Member States shall ensure that the FIU is empowered to take urgent action, directly
or indirectly, where there is a suspicion that a transaction is related to money laundering or
terrorist financing, to suspend or withhold consent to a transaction that is proceeding, in order to
analyse the transaction, confirm the suspicion and disseminate the results of the analysis to the
competent authorities. The FIU shall be empowered to take such action, directly or indirectly,
at the request of an FIU from another Member State for the periods and under the conditions
specified in the national law of the FIU receiving the request.

8 The FIU's analysis function shall consist of the following:
a an operational analysis which focuses on individual cases and specific targets or on

appropriate selected information, depending on the type and volume of the disclosures
received and the expected use of the information after dissemination; and

b a strategic analysis addressing money laundering and terrorist financing trends and
patterns.

[F19 Without prejudice to Article 34(2), in the context of its functions, each FIU shall
be able to request, obtain and use information from any obliged entity for the purpose set in
paragraph 1 of this Article, even if no prior report is filed pursuant to Article 33(1)(a) or 34(1).]
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F1 Inserted by Directive (EU) 2018/843 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May

2018 amending Directive (EU) 2015/849 on the prevention of the use of the financial system for
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