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Directive (EU) 2016/1148 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 6 July 2016 concerning measures for a high common level
of security of network and information systems across the Union

CHAPTER V

SECURITY OF THE NETWORK AND INFORMATION
SYSTEMS OF DIGITAL SERVICE PROVIDERS

Article 18

Jurisdiction and territoriality

1 For the purposes of this Directive, a digital service provider shall be deemed to be
under the jurisdiction of the Member State in which it has its main establishment. A digital
service provider shall be deemed to have its main establishment in a Member State when it has
its head office in that Member State.

2 A digital service provider that is not established in the Union, but offers services
referred to in Annex III within the Union, shall designate a representative in the Union. The
representative shall be established in one of those Member States where the services are offered.
The digital service provider shall be deemed to be under the jurisdiction of the Member State
where the representative is established.

3 The designation of a representative by the digital service provider shall be without
prejudice to legal actions which could be initiated against the digital service provider itself.



