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Directive (EU) 2016/797 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 11 May 2016 on the interoperability of the rail system

within the European Union (recast) (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER VI

CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT BODIES

Article 31

Impartiality of conformity assessment bodies

1 A conformity assessment body shall be a third-party body independent of the
organisation or of the manufacturer of the product it assesses.

A body belonging to a business association or professional federation representing
undertakings involved in the design, manufacturing, provision, assembly, use or
maintenance of products which it assesses may, on condition that its independence and
the absence of any conflict of interest are demonstrated, be considered to be such a body.

2 The impartiality of the conformity assessment bodies, of their top-level management
and of the assessment personnel shall be guaranteed.

3 A conformity assessment body, its top-level management and the personnel
responsible for carrying out the conformity assessment tasks shall not be the designer,
manufacturer, supplier, installer, purchaser, owner, user or maintainer of the products which
they assess, or the authorised representative of any of those parties. This shall not preclude the
use of assessed products that are necessary for the operations of the conformity assessment body
or the use of such products for personal purposes.

4 A conformity assessment body, its top-level management and the personnel
responsible for carrying out the conformity assessment tasks shall not be directly involved in
the design, manufacture or construction, marketing, installation, use or maintenance of those
products, or represent the parties engaged in those activities. They shall not engage in any
activity that may conflict with their independence of judgement or integrity in relation to
conformity assessment activities for which they are notified. This prohibition shall apply, in
particular, to consultancy services.

5 Conformity assessment bodies shall ensure that the activities of their subsidiaries or
subcontractors do not affect the confidentiality, objectivity or impartiality of their conformity
assessment activities.

6 Conformity assessment bodies and their personnel shall carry out the conformity
assessment activities with the highest degree of professional integrity and the requisite technical
competence in the specific field and shall be free from all pressures and inducements,
particularly financial, which might influence their judgement or the results of their conformity
assessment activities, especially as regards persons or groups of persons with an interest in the
results of those activities.


