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Directive (EU) 2016/800 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 11 May 2016 on procedural safeguards for children
who are suspects or accused persons in criminal proceedings

Article 20

Training

1 Member States shall ensure that staff of law enforcement authorities and of detention
facilities who handle cases involving children, receive specific training to a level appropriate to
their contact with children with regard to children's rights, appropriate questioning techniques,
child psychology, and communication in a language adapted to the child.

2 Without prejudice to judicial independence and differences in the organisation of the
judiciary across the Member States, and with due respect for the role of those responsible for
the training of judges and prosecutors, Member States shall take appropriate measures to ensure
that judges and prosecutors who deal with criminal proceedings involving children have specific
competence in that field, effective access to specific training, or both.

3 With due respect for the independence of the legal profession and for the role of
those responsible for the training of lawyers, Member States shall take appropriate measures
to promote the provision of specific training as referred to in paragraph 2 to lawyers who deal
with criminal proceedings involving children.

4 Through their public services or by funding child support organisations, Member
States shall encourage initiatives enabling those providing children with support and restorative
justice services to receive adequate training to a level appropriate to their contact with children
and observe professional standards to ensure such services are provided in an impartial,
respectful and professional manner.


