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Directive (EU) 2017/1132 of the European Parliament and
of the Council of 14 June 2017 relating to certain aspects
of company law (codification) (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE I

GENERAL PROVISIONS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT AND
FUNCTIONING OF LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANIES

CHAPTER III

[F1Online procedures (formation, registration and filing), disclosure and registers]

[F1Section 1A

Online formation, online filing and disclosure]

[F1Article 16

Disclosure in the register

1 In each Member State, a file shall be opened in a central, commercial or companies
register (‘the register’), for each of the companies registered therein.

Member States shall ensure that companies have a European unique identifier (‘EUID’),
referred to in point (8) of the Annex to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU)
2015/884CCC(1), allowing them to be unequivocally identified in communications
between registers through the system of interconnection of registers established in
accordance with Article 22 (‘the system of interconnection of registers’). That unique
identifier shall comprise, at least, elements making it possible to identify the Member
State of the register, the domestic register of origin and the company number in that
register and, where appropriate, features to avoid identification errors.

2 All documents and information that are required to be disclosed pursuant to Article
14 shall be kept in the file referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, or entered directly in the
register, and the subject matter of the entries in the register shall be recorded in the file.

All documents and information referred to in Article 14, irrespective of the means by
which they are filed, shall be kept in the file in the register or entered directly into it
in electronic form. Member States shall ensure that all documents and information that
are filed by paper means are converted by the register to electronic form as quickly as
possible.

Member States shall ensure that documents and information referred to in Article 14
that were filed by paper means before 31 December 2006 are converted into electronic
form by the register upon receipt of an application for disclosure by electronic means.

3 Member States shall ensure that the disclosure of the documents and information
referred to in Article 14 is effected by making them publicly available in the register. In addition,
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Member States may also require that some or all of those documents and information are
published in a national gazette designated for that purpose, or by equally effective means. Those
means shall entail at least the use of a system whereby the documents or information published
can be accessed in chronological order through a central electronic platform. In such cases, the
register shall ensure that those documents and information are sent electronically by the register
to the national gazette or to a central electronic platform.

4 Member States shall take the necessary measures to avoid any discrepancy between
what is in the register and in the file.

Member States that require the publication of documents and information in a national
gazette or on a central electronic platform shall take the necessary measures to avoid
any discrepancy between what is disclosed in accordance with paragraph 3 and what is
published in the gazette or on the platform.

In cases of any discrepancies under this Article, the documents and information made
available in the register shall prevail.

5 The documents and information referred to in Article 14 may be relied on by the
company as against third parties only after they have been disclosed in accordance with
paragraph 3 of this Article, unless the company proves that the third parties had knowledge
thereof.

However, with regard to transactions taking place before the sixteenth day following the
disclosure, the documents and information shall not be relied on as against third parties
who prove that it was impossible for them to have had knowledge thereof.

Third parties may always rely on any documents and information in respect of which the
disclosure formalities have not yet been completed, save where non-disclosure causes
such documents or information to have no effect.

6 Member States shall ensure that all documents and information submitted as part of
the formation of a company, the registration of a branch, or a filing by a company or a branch,
is stored by the registers in a machine-readable and searchable format or as structured data;]

Textual Amendments
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(1) [F1Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/884 of 8 June 2015 establishing technical
specifications and procedures required for the system of interconnection of registers established by
Directive 2009/101/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council (OJ L 144, 10.6.2015, p. 1).]
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