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Directive (EU) 2018/1972 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 11 December 2018 establishing the European Electronic

Communications Code (Recast) (Text with EEA relevance)

PART I

FRAMEWORK (GENERAL RULES FOR THE ORGANISATION OF THE SECTOR)

TITLE II

INSTITUTIONAL SET-UP AND GOVERNANCE

CHAPTER III

Provision of information, surveys and consultation mechanism

Article 22

Geographical surveys of network deployments

1 National regulatory and/or other competent authorities shall conduct a geographical
survey of the reach of electronic communications networks capable of delivering broadband
(‘broadband networks’) by 21 December 2023 and shall update it at least every three years
thereafter.

The geographical survey shall include a survey of the current geographic reach of
broadband networks within their territory, as required for the tasks of national regulatory
and/or other competent authorities under this Directive and for the surveys required for
the application of State aid rules.

The geographical survey may also include a forecast for a period determined by the
relevant authority of the reach of broadband networks, including very high capacity
networks, within their territory.

Such forecast shall include all relevant information, including information on planned
deployments by any undertaking or public authority, of very high capacity networks and
significant upgrades or extensions of networks to at least 100 Mbps download speeds.
For this purpose, national regulatory and/or other competent authorities shall request
undertakings and public authorities to provide such information to the extent that it is
available and can be provided with reasonable effort.

The national regulatory authority shall decide, with respect to tasks specifically
attributed to it under this Directive, the extent to which it is appropriate to rely on all or
part of the information gathered in the context of such forecast.

Where a geographical survey is not conducted by the national regulatory authority, it
shall be done in cooperation with that authority to the extent it may be relevant for its
tasks.
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The information collected in the geographical survey shall be at an appropriate level
of local detail and shall include sufficient information on the quality of service and
parameters thereof and shall be treated in accordance with Article 20(3).

2 National regulatory and/or other competent authorities may designate an area with
clear territorial boundaries where, on the basis of the information gathered and any forecast
prepared pursuant to paragraph 1, it is determined that, for the duration of the relevant forecast
period, no undertaking or public authority has deployed or is planning to deploy a very
high capacity network or significantly upgrade or extend its network to a performance of at
least 100 Mbps download speeds. National regulatory and/or other competent authorities shall
publish the designated areas.

3 Within a designated area, the relevant authorities may invite undertakings and public
authorities to declare their intention to deploy very high capacity networks over the duration of
the relevant forecast period. Where this invitation results in a declaration by an undertaking or
public authority of its intention to do so, the relevant authority may require other undertakings
and public authorities to declare any intention to deploy very high capacity networks, or
significantly upgrade or extend its network to a performance of at least 100 Mbps download
speeds in this area. The relevant authority shall specify the information to be included in such
submissions, in order to ensure at least a similar level of detail as that taken into consideration
in any forecast pursuant to paragraph 1. It shall also inform any undertaking or public authority
expressing its interest whether the designated area is covered or likely to be covered by a
next-generation access network offering download speeds below 100 Mbps on the basis of the
information gathered pursuant to paragraph 1.

4 Measures pursuant to paragraph 3 shall be taken in accordance with an efficient,
objective, transparent and non-discriminatory procedure, whereby no undertaking is excluded
a priori.

5 Member States shall ensure that national regulatory and other competent authorities,
and local, regional and national authorities with responsibility for the allocation of public funds
for the deployment of electronic communications networks, for the design of national broadband
plans, for defining coverage obligations attached to rights of use for radio spectrum and for
verifying availability of services falling within the universal service obligations in their territory
take into account the results of the geographical survey and of any designated areas pursuant
to paragraphs 1, 2 and 3.

Member States shall ensure that the authorities conducting the geographical survey
shall supply those results subject to the receiving authority ensuring the same level of
confidentiality and protection of business secrets as the originating authority and inform
the parties which provided the information. Those results shall also be made available
to BEREC and the Commission upon their request and under the same conditions.

6 If the relevant information is not available on the market, competent authorities shall
make data from the geographical surveys which are not subject to commercial confidentiality
directly accessible in accordance with Directive 2003/98/EC to allow for its reuse. They shall
also, where such tools are not available on the market, make available information tools enabling
end-users to determine the availability of connectivity in different areas, with a level of detail
which is useful to support their choice of operator or service provider.

7 By 21 June 2020, in order to contribute to the consistent application of geographical
surveys and forecasts, BEREC shall, after consulting stakeholders and in close cooperation with
the Commission and relevant national authorities, issue guidelines to assist national regulatory
and/or other competent authorities on the consistent implementation of their obligations under
this Article.


