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COMMISSION REGULATION (EEC) No 785/68
of 26 June 1968

determining the standard quality and laying down detailed rules for
calculating the c.i.f. price for molasses

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic
Community;

Having regard to Council Regulation No 1009/67/EEC (') of 18
December 1967 on the common organisation of the market in sugar, and
in particular Articles 12 (6) and 13 (4) thereof;

Whereas Article 12 (6) of Regulation No 1009/67/EEC requires the
standard quality of molasses to be determined; whereas, moreover,
Article 13 (4) of the above-mentioned Regulation provides that detailed
rules must be laid down for calculating c.i.f. prices and for adjusting
them to allow for any deviations from the standard quality;

Whereas a total sugar content of 48 % can be considered as repres-
entative of the greater part of molasses produced in the Community;
whereas it is therefore appropriate to select molasses of sound and fair
marketable quality with a total sugar content of 48 % as the standard
quality and, for the purpose of converting prices applicable to the
standard quality, to make provision for an adjustment of one forty-
eighth for each percentage point of total sugar content by which the
molasses offered differs from the total sugar content of the standard
quality;

Whereas, pursuant to paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 13 of Regulation No
1009/67/EEC, the most favourable purchasing opportunities for
molasses on the world market must be determined for a specified
frontier crossing point;

Whereas it seems appropriate to fix the c.i.f. price for molasses once a
week to take the peculiar characteristics of the market in molasses into
account and to facilitate business planning by processing industries and
the trade; whereas, to this end, the Commission must take all informa-
tion available to it either directly or through the agency of the Member
States into account; whereas, to ensure objectivity and that the c.i.f.
prices to be calculated are representative, certain information must be
disregarded when c.i.f. prices are being calculated, particularly if the
quantities involved are small or if the goods are not of sound and fair
marketable quality; whereas, since offer prices for molasses often imply
terms other than delivery c.i.f. Rotterdam, provision must be made for
an adjustment;

Whereas if prices which are representative of the actual market trend
are to be taken into account for the purpose of determining the most
favourable purchasing opportunities on the world market, particularly
where only limited information is available, the Commission should be
free to base its calculations on an average obtained from several prices;

Whereas to avoid disturbances of the Community market by sudden and
considerable alterations in the levy which do not reflect actual price
movements on the world market, the Commission should be able, in
certain circumstances and for a limited period, to leave a c.i.f. price
unchanged as an exceptional measure;

Whereas the measures provided for in this Regulation are in accordance
with the Opinionopinion of the Management Committee for Sugar;

(1) OJ No 308 18.12.1967, p. 1.
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HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

Standard quality molasses shall:
(a) be of sound and fair marketable quality;

(b) have a total sugar content of 48 %.

Article 2

The Commission shall determine the c.i.f. price for molasses each week
on the basis of the most favourable purchasing opportunities on the
world market. These shall be established in accordance with Articles 3
to 7.

Article 3

When the most favourable purchasing opportunities on the world
market are being established, account shall be taken of all information
relating to:

1. offers on the world market,
2. prices recorded on important markets in third countries,

3. sales concluded in international trade which are known to the
Commission either directly or through the agency of the Member
States.

Article 4

When the most favourable purchasing opportunities on the world
market are being established, information shall be disregarded:

1. if the goods are not of sound and fair marketable quality, or

2. if the possibility of obtaining them at the price indicated in the offer
relates only to a small quantity which is not representative of the
market, or

3. if the general trend of prices or the information available to the
Commission leads the latter to assume that the price indicated in the
offer is not representative of actual market trends.

Article 5

1. Prices which are not wvalid for delivery in bulk
c.if. M1 Amsterdam <« shall be adjusted

2. When the adjustment is made, account shall be taken in particular
of the difference in the cost of transporting the goods between the port
of shipment and the port of destination and between the port of ship-
ment and M1 Amsterdam. <«

Article 6

Prices determined when the most favourable purchasing opportunities
are being established and which do not relate to the standard quality
shall be:

1. increased by one forty-eighth for each percentage point of total sugar
content where the sugar content of the molasses concerned is less
than 48 %.

2. reduced by one forty-eighth for each percentage point of total sugar
content where the sugar content of the molasses concerned is more
than 48 %.

Article 7

When the most favourable purchasing opportunities on the world
market are being established, an average of several prices may be taken
as a basis provided this average can be regarded as being representative
of actual market trends.
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Article 8

A c.i.f. price may, by way of exception, be left unchanged for a limited
period where the offer price for a given quality or a specific origin
which served as a basis for fixing of the previous c.i.f. price is not
available to the Commission when the next c.i.f. price is to be fixed and
where the offer prices which are available and which the Commission
considers not to be sufficiently representative of actual market trends
would entail sudden and considerable changes in the c.i.f. price.

Article 9

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day following its publica-
tion in the Official Journal of the European Communities.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in
all Member States.



