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Council Regulation (EEC) No 574/72 of 21 March 1972 laying down the
procedure for implementing Regulation (EEC) No 1408/71 on the application
of social security schemes to employed persons, to self employed persons, to
self-employed persons and to their families moving within the Community

(Consolidated version — OJ No L 28 of 30. 1. 1997, p. 1See annex B. ) (repealed)

TITLE IV

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SPECIAL PROVISIONS OF THE
REGULATION RELATING TO THE VARIOUS CATEGORIES OF BENEFITS

CHAPTER 3

INVALIDITY, OLD-AGE AND DEATH (PENSIONS)

Payment of benefits

Article 53

Method of payment of benefits

1 If the institution responsible for payment in a Member State does not pay directly
to persons entitled to benefits who are residing in the territory of another Member State the
benefits due to them, such benefits shall be paid, at the request of the institution responsible
for payment, by the liaison body of the latter Member State or by the institution of the place of
residence of the said persons entitled to benefits in accordance with the procedure, provided for
in Articles 54 to 58 of the implementing Regulation; if the institution responsible for payment
pays the benefits directly to the persons entitled thereto, it shall notify the institution of the place
of residence of this fact. The payment procedure to be applied by the institution of the Member-
States is listed in Annex 6.

2 Two or more Member States or the competent authorities of those States may agree on
other procedures for the payment of benefits in cases where the competent institutions of those
Member States are the only ones concerned. Any agreements concluded on this subject shall be
notified to the Administrative Commission.

3 The provisions of agreements relating to the payment of benefits which apply on the
day preceding the entry into force of the Regulation shall continue to apply provided that they
are listed in Annex 5.

Article 54

Notification to the paying body of the detailed schedule of payments to be made

The institution responsible for payment of benefits shall send to the liaison body of
the Member State in whose territory the person entitled to benefits is residing, or to
the institution of the place of residence (both hereinafter called ‘the paying body’), in
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duplicate, a detailed schedule of payments to be made which should reach the paying
body not later than 20 days before the date on which those benefits become due.

Article 55

Payment of amounts due into the account of the paying body

1 Ten days before the date on which the benefits fall due, the institution responsible
for payment shall pay, in the currency of the member State in whose territory it is situated,
the sum necessary for the payments specified in the schedule provided for in Article 54 of
the implementing Regulation. Payment shall be made through the National Bank or through
another bank of the Member State in whose territory the institution responsible for payment
is situated, into an account opened in the name of the national Bank or of another bank of
the member State in whose territory the paying body is situated, in favour of that body. Such
payment shall discharge all liability. The institution responsible for payment shall, at the same
time, send notification of payment to the paying body.

2 The bank into whose account payment has been made shall credit the paying body
with the exchange value of the payment inthe currency of the Member State in whose territory
that body is situated.

3 The names and registered offices or places of business of the banks referred to in
paragraph 1 are listed in Annex 7.

Article 56

Payment of amounts due by the paying body to persons entitled to benefits

1 The payments specified in the schedule provided for in Article 54 of the implementing
Regulation shall be paid to the person entitled to benefits by the paying body on behalf of the
institution responsible for payment. Such payments shall be made according to the procedure
laid down by the legislation administered by the paying body.

2 As soon as the paying body or any other body designated by it learns of any
circumstance justifying the suspension or withdrawal of benefits, it shall discontinue all
payment. Such shall also be the case when the person entitled to benefits transfers his residence
to the territory of another State.

3 The paying body shall advise the institution responsible for payment of benefits of the
reason for any non-payment. In the event of the death of the person entitled to benefits or of his
spouse, or in the case of the re-marriage of a widow or widower, the paying body shall notify
the said institution of the date thereof.

Article 57

Settlement of accounts in respect of the payment
referred to in Article 56 of the implementing Regulation

1 The accounts in respect of the payments referred to in Article 56 of the implementing
Regulation shall be settled at the end of each payment period in order to determine amounts
actually paid to persons entitled to benefits or to their legal or authorized representatives as well
as amounts unpaid.
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2 The total amount, expressed in figures and in words in the currency of the Member
State in whose territory the institution responsible for payment is situated, shall be certified as
being in accordance with the payments made by the paying body and endorsed with the signature
of that body's representative.

3 The paying body shall guarantee that the payments so determined have been properly
made.

4 The difference between the sums paid by the institution responsible for payment,
expressed in the currency of the Member State in whose territory that institution is situated,
and the value, expressed in the same currency, of the payments accounted for by the paying
body shall be entered against the sums to be paid subsequently under the same heading by the
institution responsible for payment.

Article 58

Recovery of expenses incurred in the payment of benefits

The expenses incurred in the payment of benefits, particularly postal and bank charges,
may be recovered from the recipients by the paying body under the conditions provided
for by the legislation administered by that body.

Article 59

Notification of transfer of residence of the person entitled to benefits

When a person entitled to benefits due under the legislation of one or more Member
States transfers his residence from the territory of one State to that of another State, he
shall notify this fact to the institution or institutions responsible for the payment of such
benefits and to the paying body.
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