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Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2454/93 of 2 July 1993 laying
down provisions for the implementation of Council Regulation (EEC)

No 2913/92 establishing the Community Customs Code (repealed)

PART I

GENERAL IMPLEMENTING PROVISIONS

TITLE IV

ORIGIN OF GOODS

CHAPTER 2

Preferential origin

Section 1

Generalized system of preferences

Subsection 3

Methods of administrative cooperation

Article 93

1 The beneficiary countries shall inform the Commission of the European Communities
of the names and addresses of the governmental authorities who may issue certificates of origin
form A, together with specimens of stamps used by these authorities and the name and address
of the governmental authorities responsible for carrying out verifications of forms A and forms
APR.

2 The beneficiary countries shall also inform the Commission of the European
Communities of the names and addresses of the governmental authorities who may issue the
certificates of authenticity mentioned in Article 84, together with specimens of the stamp they
use.

3 The Commission shall forward this information to the customs authorities of the
Member States.

Article 94

For the purposes of the provisions concerning tariff preferences specified in Article 66,
every beneficiary country shall comply or ensure compliance with the rules concerning
the completion and issue of certificates of origin form A, the conditions for the use of
form APR and those concerning administrative cooperation.
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Article 95

1 Subsequent verifications of certificates of origin form A and forms APR shall be
carried out at random or whenever the customs authorities have reasonable doubt as to the
authenticity of the document or as to the accuracy of the information regarding the true origin
of the products in question.

2 For the purposes of paragraph 1, the customs authorities shall return the certificate
of origin form A or the form APR to the competent governmental authority in the exporting
beneficiary country, giving where appropriate the reasons of form or substance for an inquiry.
If the invoice has been submitted, such invoice or a copy thereof shall be attached to form APR.
The customs authorities shall also forward any information that has been obtained suggesting
that the particulars given on the said certificate or the said form are inaccurate.

If the authorities concerned decide to suspend the tariff preferences referred to in Article
66 pending the results of the verification, they shall grant release of the products subject
to any precautionary measures judged necessary.

3 When an application for subsequent verification has been made in accordance with the
provisions of paragraph 1, such verification shall be carried out and its results communicated
to the customs authorities in the Community within a maximum of six months. The results
shall make it possible to determine whether the certificate of origin form A or the form APR
in question applies to the products actually exported and whether these products were in fact
eligible to benefit from the tariff preferences referred to in Article 66.

4 In the case of certificates of origin form A issued in accordance with Article 91, the
reply shall include the references of the certificates of origin form A or forms APR taken into
consideration.

5 If in cases of reasonable doubt there is no reply within the six months specified in
paragraph 3 or if the reply does not contain sufficient information to determine the authenticity
of the document in question or the real origin of the products, a second communication shall
be sent to the competent authorities. If after the second communication, the results of the
verification are not communicated to the requesting authorities within four months, or if these
results do not allow the authenticity of the document in question or the real origin of the products
to be determined, those authorities shall, except in the case of force majeure or in exceptional
circumstances, refuse entitlement to the generalized preferences.

6 Where the verification procedure or any other available information appears to
indicate that the provisions of this section are being contravened, the exporting beneficiary
country on its own initiative or at the request of the Community shall carry out appropriate
enquiries or arrange for such enquiries to be carried out with due urgency to identify and prevent
such contraventions and for this purpose the beneficiary country concerned may invite the
participation of the Community in these enquiries.

7 For the purpose of subsequent verification of certificates of origin form A, copies of
the certificates as well as any export documents referring to them shall be kept for at least two
years by the competent governmental authority in the exporting beneficiary country.

Article 96

The provisions of Article 75 (1) (c) and Article 80 are applicable only in so far as,
in the context of the tariff preferences given by Austria, Finland, Norway, Sweden
and Switzerland to certain products originating in developing countries, these countries
apply provisions similar to those mentioned above.
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