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Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2454/93 of 2 July 1993 laying
down provisions for the implementation of Council Regulation (EEC)

No 2913/92 establishing the Community Customs Code (repealed)

PART II

CUSTOMS-APPROVED TREATMENT OR USE

TITLE I

RELEASE FOR FREE CIRCULATION

[F1CHAPTER 3

Management of tariff measures

Section 1

Management of tariff quotas designed to be used following
the chronological order of dates of customs declarations

Article 308a

1 Save as otherwise provided, where tariff quotas are opened by a Community provision,
those tariff quotas shall be managed in accordance with the chronological order of dates of
acceptance of declarations for release for free circulation.

2 Where a declaration for release for free circulation incorporating a valid request by
the declarant to benefit from a tariff quota is accepted, the Member State concerned shall draw
from the tariff quota, through the Commission, a quantity corresponding to its needs.

3 Member States shall not present any request for drawing until the conditions laid down
in Article 256 (2) and (3) are satisfied

4 Subject to paragraph 8, allocations shall be granted by the Commission on the basis
of the date of acceptance of the relevant declaration for release for free circulation, and to the
extent that the balance of the relevant tariff quota so permits. Priority shall be established in
accordance with the chronological order of these dates.

5 The Member States shall communicate to the Commission all valid requests for
drawing without delay. Those communications shall include the date referred to in paragraph 4,
and the exact amount applied for on the relevant customs declaration.

6 For the purposes of paragraphs 4 and 5, the Commission shall fix order numbers where
none are provided by the Community provision opening the tariff quota.

7 If the quantities requested for drawing from a tariff quota are greater than the balance
available, allocation shall be made on a pro rata basis with respect to the requested quantities.



2 Commission Regulation (EEC) No 2454/93 of 2 July 1993 laying down provisions for the...
Document Generated: 2023-11-19

Status: Point in time view as at 04/03/2007.
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Commission

Regulation (EEC) No 2454/93 (repealed), CHAPTER 3. (See end of Document for details)

8 For the purposes of this Article, acceptance of a declaration by the customs authorities
on 1, 2 or 3 January shall be regarded as acceptance on 3 January. However, if one of those
days falls on a Saturday or a Sunday, such acceptance shall be regarded as having taken place
on 4 January.

9 Where a new tariff quota is opened, drawings shall not be granted by the Commission
before the 11th working day following the date of publication of the provision which created
that tariff quota.

10 Member States shall immediately return to the Commission the amount of drawings
which they do not use. However, where an erroneous drawing representing a customs debt of
[F210 euro] or less is discovered after the first month following the end of the period of validity
of the tariff quota concerned, Member States needs not make a return.

11 If the customs authorities invalidate a declaration for release for free circulation in
respect of goods which are the subject of a request for benefit of a tariff quota, the complete
request shall be cancelled in respect of those goods. The Member States concerned shall
immediately return to the Commission any quantity drawn, in respect of those goods, from the
tariff quota.

12 Details of drawings requested by individual Member States shall be treated by the
Commission and other Member States as confidential.

Textual Amendments
F2 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EC) No 214/2007 of 28 February 2007 amending Regulation

(EEC) No 2454/93 laying down provisions for the implementation of Council Regulation (EEC) No
2913/92 establishing the Community Customs Code.

Article 308b

1 The Commission shall make an allocation each working day, except:
— days which are holidays for the Community institutions in Brussels, or
— in exceptional circumstances, any other day, provided that the competent authorities

of the Member States have been informed in advance.

2 Subject to Article 308a (8), any allocation shall take into account all unanswered
requests which relate to declarations for release for free circulation accepted up to and including
the second previous day, and which have been communicated to the Commission.

[F3Article 308c

1 A tariff quota shall be considered as critical as soon as [F290 %] of the initial volume
has been used, or at the discretion of the competent authorities.

2 By way of derogation from paragraph 1, a tariff quota shall be considered from the
date of its opening as critical in any of the following cases:

a it is opened for less than three months;
b tariff quotas having the same product coverage and origin and an equivalent quota

period as the tariff quota in question (equivalent tariff quotas) have not been opened
in the previous two years;

c an equivalent tariff quota opened in the previous two years had been exhausted on or
before the last day of the third month of its quota period or had a higher initial volume
than the tariff quota in question.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2007/214
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2007/214
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2007/214
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3 A tariff quota whose sole purpose is the application, under the rules of the WTO, of
either a safeguard measure or a retaliatory measure shall be considered as critical as soon as
[F290 %] of the initial volume has been used irrespective of whether or not equivalent tariff
quotas were opened in the previous two years.]

Textual Amendments
F2 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EC) No 214/2007 of 28 February 2007 amending Regulation

(EEC) No 2454/93 laying down provisions for the implementation of Council Regulation (EEC) No
2913/92 establishing the Community Customs Code.

F3 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EC) No 881/2003 of 21 May 2003 amending Regulation
(EEC) No 2454/93 laying down provisions for the implementation of Council Regulation (EEC) No
2913/92 establishing the Community Customs Code (Text with EEA relevance).

Section 2

[F4Surveillance of goods]

[F2Article 308d

1 Where Community surveillance is to be carried out, the Member States shall provide
to the Commission at least once every week data on customs declarations for release for free
circulation or on export declarations.

The Member States shall cooperate with the Commission to determine which data
are required from customs declarations for release for free circulation or from export
declarations.

2 The data provided under paragraph 1 by individual Member States shall be treated as
confidential.

However, aggregate data for each Member State shall be available for authorised users
in all Member States.

The Member States shall cooperate with the Commission to set up the practical rules
on authorised access to the aggregate data.

3 In respect of certain goods surveillance shall be carried out on a confidential basis.

4 Where under the simplified procedures referred to in Articles 253 to 267 and Articles
280 to 289, the data referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article are not available, the Member States
shall provide to the Commission the data available at the date of acceptance of the complete or
supplementary declaration.]]

Textual Amendments
F2 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EC) No 214/2007 of 28 February 2007 amending Regulation

(EEC) No 2454/93 laying down provisions for the implementation of Council Regulation (EEC) No
2913/92 establishing the Community Customs Code.
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Textual Amendments
F4 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EC) No 2286/2003 of 18 December 2003 amending

Regulation (EEC) No 2454/93 laying down provisions for the implementation of Council Regulation
(EEC) No 2913/92 establishing the Community Customs Code (Text with EEA relevance).

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by Commission Regulation (EC) No 1427/97 of 23 July 1997 amending Regulation (EEC)

No 2454/93 laying down provisions for the implementation of Council Regulation (EEC) No 2913/92
establishing the Community Customs Code.
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