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Council Regulation (EC) No 1206/2001 of 28 May 2001 on cooperation between the
courts of the Member States in the taking of evidence in civil or commercial matters

CHAPTER III

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 19

Implementing rules

1 The Commission shall draw up and regularly update a manual, which shall also
be available electronically, containing the information provided by the Member States in
accordance with Article 22 and the agreements or arrangements in force, according to Article 21.

[F12 The updating or making of technical amendments to the standard forms set out
in the Annex shall be carried out by the Commission. Those measures, designed to amend
non-essential elements of this Regulation, shall be adopted in accordance with the regulatory
procedure with scrutiny referred to in Article 20(2).]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Regulation (EC) No 1103/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of

22 October 2008 adapting a number of instruments subject to the procedure laid down in Article 251
of the Treaty to Council Decision 1999/468/EC, with regard to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny
Adaptation to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny Part Three.

[F1Article 20

1 The Commission shall be assisted by a committee.

2 Where reference is made to this paragraph, Article 5a(1) to (4) and Article 7 of
Decision 1999/468/EC shall apply, having regard to the provisions of Article 8 thereof.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Regulation (EC) No 1103/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of

22 October 2008 adapting a number of instruments subject to the procedure laid down in Article 251
of the Treaty to Council Decision 1999/468/EC, with regard to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny
Adaptation to the regulatory procedure with scrutiny Part Three.

Article 21

Relationship with existing or future agreements
or arrangements between Member States

1 This Regulation shall, in relation to matters to which it applies, prevail over other
provisions contained in bilateral or multilateral agreements or arrangements concluded by the
Member States and in particular the Hague Convention of 1 March 1954 on Civil Procedure
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and the Hague Convention of 18 March 1970 on the Taking of Evidence Abroad in Civil or
Commercial Matters, in relations between the Member States party thereto.

2 This Regulation shall not preclude Member States from maintaining or concluding
agreements or arrangements between two or more of them to further facilitate the taking of
evidence, provided that they are compatible with this Regulation.

3 Member States shall send to the Commission:
a by 1 July 2003, a copy of the agreements or arrangements maintained between the

Member States referred to in paragraph 2;
b a copy of the agreements or arrangements concluded between the Member States

referred to in paragraph 2 as well as drafts of such agreements or arrangements which
they intend to adopt; and

c any denunciation of, or amendments to, these agreements or arrangements.

Article 22

Communication

By 1 July 2003 each Member State shall communicate to the Commission the following:

(a) the list pursuant to Article 2(2) indicating the territorial and, where appropriate, the
special jurisdiction of the courts;

(b) the names and addresses of the central bodies and competent authorities pursuant to
Article 3, indicating their territorial jurisdiction;

(c) the technical means for the receipt of requests available to the courts on the list
pursuant to Article 2(2);

(d) the languages accepted for the requests as referred to in Article 5.

Member States shall inform the Commission of any subsequent changes to this
information.

Article 23

Review

No later than 1 January 2007, and every five years thereafter, the Commission
shall present to the European Parliament, the Council and the Economic and Social
Committee a report on the application of this Regulation, paying special attention to the
practical application of Article 3(1)(c) and 3, and Articles 17 and 18.

Article 24

Entry into force

1 This Regulation shall enter into force on 1 July 2001.

2 This Regulation shall apply from 1 January 2004, except for Articles 19, 21 and 22,
which shall apply from 1 July 2001.
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