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Council Regulation (EC) No 1936/2001 of 27 September 2001 laying down
control measures applicable to fishing for certain stocks of highly migratory fish

COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 1936/2001

of 27 September 2001

laying down control measures applicable to
fishing for certain stocks of highly migratory fish

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community, and in particular Article 37
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission(1),

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parliament(2),

Whereas:

(1) The Community has since 14 November 1997 been a Contracting Party to the
International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas(3) (hereinafter referred
to as the ICCAT Convention).

(2) The ICCAT Convention provides a framework for regional cooperation on the
conservation and management of resources of tuna and tuna-like fish in the Atlantic
ocean and adjacent seas through an International Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas (hereinafter referred to as ICCAT), and the adoption of recommendations
on conservation and management in the Convention area that become obligatory for
Contracting Parties.

(3) ICCAT has adopted a number of recommendations creating control and surveillance
obligations, notably on the establishment and transmission of statistics, inspection
in port, vessel surveillance by satellite, vessel observations and transhipments, and
checks on non-contracting parties and on stateless vessels. These recommendations
have become obligatory for the Community and should therefore be implemented.

(4) Certain obligations have been transposed by Council Regulation (EC) No 1351/1999
of 21 June 1999 laying down certain control measures to ensure compliance with
the measures adopted by ICCAT(4) and into Article 22(1) of Council Regulation (EC)
No 2742/1999 of 17 December 1999 fixing for 2000 the fishing opportunities and
associated conditions for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks applicable in
Community waters and, for Community vessels, in waters where limitations in catch
are required and amending Regulation (EC) No 66/98(5). For reasons of clarity these
measures should be incorporated in a single Regulation, repealing and replacing former
Regulations.
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(5) For scientific research purposes masters of Community fishing vessels should be
required to comply with the instructions of the ‘Operational manual for statistics and
sampling of tuna and tuna-like fish in the Atlantic Ocean’ published by ICCAT.

(6) The Community has approved the Agreement for the establishment of the Indian
Ocean Tuna Commission(6), (hereinafter referred to as IOTC). The Agreement provides
a useful framework for strengthening international cooperation for the purpose of
conserving and rationally utilising Indian Ocean tuna and related species, through
creation of the IOTC and the adoption of recommendations on conservation and
management in its area of competence that become binding on Contracting Parties. The
Community should apply the control measures adopted by the IOTC.

(7) The IOTC has adopted a recommendation on the recording and exchange of information
on tropical tuna. This is binding on the Community, which should therefore implement
it.

(8) The Community has fishing interests in the Eastern Pacific and has initiated the
procedure for accession to the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission, (hereinafter
referred to as IATTC). Pending accession and in line with its cooperation requirement
arising under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, it should apply the
control measures adopted by the IATTC.

(9) The Community, which has signed the Agreement on the International Dolphin
Conservation Programme(7), has decided by Decision 1999/386/EC(8) to apply it
provisionally pending its approval, and should therefore apply its control measures.

(10) In order to ensure the respect of the applicable control measures of the IOTC, IATTC
and of the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Programme, Member
States should take the necessary action.

(11) Council Regulation (EEC) No 2847/93 of 12 October 1993 establishing a control system
applicable to the common fisheries policy(9) applies to all fishing activities and all
associated activities carried out on the territory and in the maritime waters subject
to the sovereignty or jurisdiction of Member States, including those of Community
fishing vessels operating in the waters of third countries or on the high seas, without
prejudice to fishery agreements concluded between the Community and third countries
or international conventions to which the Community is a Party.

(12) The measures necessary for implementation of this Regulation should be adopted in
accordance with Council Decision 1999/468/EC of 28 June 1999 laying down the
procedures for exercise of implementing powers conferred on the Commission(10),
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