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Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 of 27 November 2003 concerning jurisdiction
and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial matters and
the matters of parental responsibility, repealing Regulation (EC) No 1347/2000

CHAPTER II

JURISDICTION

SECTION 3

Common provisions

Article 19

Lis pendens and dependent actions

1 Where proceedings relating to divorce, legal separation or marriage annulment
between the same parties are brought before courts of different Member States, the court second
seised shall of its own motion stay its proceedings until such time as the jurisdiction of the court
first seised is established.

2 Where proceedings relating to parental responsibility relating to the same child and
involving the same cause of action are brought before courts of different Member States, the
court second seised shall of its own motion stay its proceedings until such time as the jurisdiction
of the court first seised is established.

3 Where the jurisdiction of the court first seised is established, the court second seised
shall decline jurisdiction in favour of that court.

In that case, the party who brought the relevant action before the court second seised
may bring that action before the court first seised.
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