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Commission Regulation (EC) No 2303/2003 of 29 December 2003 on
specific labelling rules for wines imported from the United States of America

COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2303/2003

of 29 December 2003

on specific labelling rules for wines imported from the United States of America

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 1493/1999 of 17 May 1999 on the common
organisation of the market in wine(1), and in particular Article 53 thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Commission Regulation (EC) No 753/2002 of 29 April 2002 laying down certain
rules for applying Council Regulation (EC) No 1493/1999 as regards the description,
designation, presentation and protection of certain wine sector products(2) contains
certain derogations as regards the labelling of wines imported from the United States
of America which expire on 31 December 2003.

(2) Since the bilateral negotiations in progress with the United States of America will not
end before the end of the year, in order to prevent any disruption of trade, the rules
applicable to wines imported from the United States of America should be extended in
the light of the progress of the negotiations.

(3) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in accordance with the opinion of the
Management Committee for Wine,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1

1 Wine imported from the United States of America may be identified by the name of a
Federal State supplemented, where relevant, by the name of a county or wine-growing region
even if only 75 % of the wine concerned is made from grapes harvested in that State or a single
county whose name it bears, provided the wine is made entirely from grapes harvested in the
United States of America.

2 Wine imported from the United States of America may use the name of a variety even
if only 75 % of the wine in question is made from grapes of the variety whose name it bears,
provided that that variety determines the character of the wine in question.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on the third day following its publication in the
Official Journal of the European Union.

[F1It shall apply until the date of application of Articles 4 and 9 of the Agreement
between the European Community and the United States of America on trade in wine
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but no later than three years from the date of entry into force of the Agreement in the
form of an exchange of letters between the European Community and the United States
of America on matters related to trade in wine(3).]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EC) No 2079/2005 of 19 December 2005 amending

Regulation (EC) No 883/2001, Council Regulation (EC) No 1037/2001 and Regulation (EC) No
2303/2003 regarding the prolongation of certain derogations relating to wine certification, labelling
and oenological processes.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2005/2079
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2005/2079
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2005/2079
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2005/2079


Commission Regulation (EC) No 2303/2003 of 29 December 2003 on specific labelling rules...
Document Generated: 2023-10-08

3

Status: Point in time view as at 31/12/2020.
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the
Commission Regulation (EC) No 2303/2003. (See end of Document for details)

(1) OJ L 179, 14.7.1999, p. 1; Regulation as last amended by Commission Regulation (EC) No
1795/2003 (OJ L 262, 14.10.2003, p. 13).

(2) OJ L 118, 4.5.2002, p. 1; Regulation as last amended by Regulation (EC) No 1205/2003 (OJ L
168, 5.7.2003, p. 13).

(3) [F1OJ L 301, 18.11.2005, p. 16.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EC) No 2079/2005 of 19 December 2005 amending

Regulation (EC) No 883/2001, Council Regulation (EC) No 1037/2001 and Regulation (EC) No
2303/2003 regarding the prolongation of certain derogations relating to wine certification, labelling
and oenological processes.
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