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Regulation (EC) No 648/2004 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 31 March 2004 on detergents (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 4

Limitations based on the biodegradability of surfactants

1 Under this Regulation, surfactants and detergents containing surfactants that meet the
criteria for ultimate aerobic biodegradation as laid down in Annex III may be placed on the
market without further limitations relating to biodegradability.

2 If a detergent contains surfactants for which the level of ultimate aerobic
biodegradation is lower than that stipulated in Annex III, manufacturers of industrial or
institutional detergents containing surfactants, and/or of surfactants for industrial or institutional
detergents, may ask for derogation. Requests for derogation shall be made and decided in
accordance with Articles 5, 6 and 9.

3 The level of primary biodegradability shall be measured for all surfactants in
detergents failing ultimate aerobic biodegradation tests. Detergent surfactants, for which the
level of primary biodegradability is lower than that stipulated in Annex II, shall not be granted
derogation.
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