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Regulation (EC) No 883/2004 of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 29 April 2004 on the coordination of social security

systems (Text with relevance for the EEA and for Switzerland)

TITLE III

SPECIAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE
VARIOUS CATEGORIES OF BENEFITS

CHAPTER 5

Old-age and survivors' pensions

Article 51

Special provisions on aggregation of periods

1 Where the legislation of a Member State makes the granting of certain benefits
conditional upon the periods of insurance having been completed only in a specific activity as an
employed or self-employed person or in an occupation which is subject to a special scheme for
employed or self-employed persons, the competent institution of that Member State shall take
into account periods completed under the legislation of other Member States only if completed
under a corresponding scheme or, failing that, in the same occupation, or where appropriate, in
the same activity as an employed or self-employed person.

If, account having been taken of the periods thus completed, the person concerned does
not satisfy the conditions for receipt of the benefits of a special scheme, these periods
shall be taken into account for the purposes of providing the benefits of the general
scheme or, failing that, of the scheme applicable to manual or clerical workers, as the
case may be, provided that the person concerned had been affiliated to one or other of
those schemes.

2 The periods of insurance completed under a special scheme of a Member State shall
be taken into account for the purposes of providing the benefits of the general scheme or, failing
that, of the scheme applicable to manual or clerical workers, as the case may be, of another
Member State, provided that the person concerned had been affiliated to one or other of those
schemes, even if those periods have already been taken into account in the latter Member State
under a special scheme.

3 Where the legislation of a Member State makes the acquisition, retention or recovery
of the right to benefits conditional upon the person concerned being insured at the time of the
materialisation of the risk, this condition shall be regarded as having been satisfied in the case
of insurance under the legislation of another Member State, in accordance with the procedures
provided for in Annex XI for each Member State concerned.
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